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Director’s Comments:
As the month of May winds down, we find ourselves on the brink of
Summer, and yet still dealing with the effects of the COVID-19
“Coronavirus” Pandemic. Governor Ivey has amended her “Safer at
Home” order (see page 2), and fortunately more businesses have
been able to return to operations in at least some capacity.
Thankfully for AUCA members, our industry was deemed essential
and never shut down. In fact, most all of our Contractors surveyed
are still as busy as they were before this crisis started. However, that
doesn’t mean there hasn’t been some disruptions along the way.
The National Utility Contractors Association (NUCA) has officially recognized June as Trench Safety Month, and will encourage a Trench
Safety Stand Down (TSSD) Week from June 15-19th at jobsites
across the country. Sadly, two workers from Alabama were tragically
killed this month in a trench collapse on a project in Mississippi. The
two men were reportedly laying sewer pipe in a trench 10-12 feet below the surface without a trench box.
As an industry, we must be proactive to ensure that these sort of preventable incidents do not occur. AUCA has several member companies that specialize in offering safety training, and/or sell and rent
safety equipment. It is absolutely imperative that you always give
your workers access to the required training and equipment.
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Lastly, I wanted to report that AUCA President Bill McGough is doing
extremely well after suffering from a stroke earlier in the month.
Please continue to keep Bill and his family in your prayers as he travels on the road to a full recovery.

Tim
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Alabama Legislative News:
The Alabama Legislature reconvened in Montgomery on Monday, May 4th, for the first time since
March, due to the ongoing COVID-19 Coronavirus Pandemic. Their primary goal was to pass the
Education and General Fund Budgets, as well as a $1.25 billion bond issue for school and college
capital projects, and local bills that had been delayed due to the interrupted session.
Despite the pledge of only focusing on these items, many new bills were introduced in both the
House and Senate. The Senate also voted for the passage of the amended SB25 for the continuation
of the Alabama Onsite Wastewater Board (AOWB) until October 1, 2021. The original bill would
have extended the AOWB until 2023, but AUCA had previously lobbied to have the time shortened in
order to ensure that the current business practices of the AOWB could be more appropriately reviewed by the Legislature.
House Democrats elected not to participate in the continuation of the session. They cited that it
would be better to wait until July to pass State Budgets because of uncertainty over how much the
Coronavirus Pandemic will change the Education and General Fund Budgets, which take effect October 1, 2020. However, one Democrat did attend, and the super majority of Republican House Members on hand enabled them to still have a quorum to conduct official business. The Education and
General Fund Budgets passed and were sent to Governor Ivey. However, there was concern that
she would not sign the Budgets as presented.
Lawmakers reconvened in Montgomery for the final time on Monday, May 18th for the 21st Legislative Day. While the regular session can have up to 30 meeting days, by law it must be concluded
within a period of 105 calendar days from the start of the session. Due to the interruption of the
2020 Session caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic, May 18th was their last possible meeting date.
Governor Ivey proposed an Executive Amendment to the General Fund Budget regarding distribution
of the $1.8 Billion from the CARES Act, passed by Congress and signed by President Trump. This is
money the federal government sent to the state for some of the enormous costs of the Coronavirus
pandemic and must be spent by December 30, 2020. The House and Senate concurred with the Executive Amendment and adjourned sine die.
Governor Ivey has signed the Budgets into law, and now attention will turn towards the possibility of
her calling for a special session later this year to address items such as prison reform, Coronavirus
lawsuit immunity and other priority bills that died during the abbreviated 2020 regular session.
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Upcoming Events:
AUCA Board of Directors Meeting
June 10, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.

Alabama Primary Runoff Election
July 14, 2020

June 16-18, 2020
For more information visit
www.jmwood.com

Construction, Trucks and Forestry
Equipment Auction
Montgomery, AL

Due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus, our Spring General Meeting, Golf Tournament and
Crawfish Boil has been postponed. We are still exploring options for rescheduling the
event. As soon as a we have additional details, we will let you know.

AUCA 2020 Spring General Meeting,
Golf Tournament and Shrimp & Crawfish Boil
Arrowhead Country Club - Montgomery, AL

AUCA 2020 Fall General Meeting
& Sporting Clay Shoot
Thursday, October 15, 2020
Lower Wetumpka Shotgun Sports Club - Montgomery, AL
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News & Notes:
State Licensing Board for General Contractors May 31, 2020 and June 30,
2020 License Renewal Deadlines Automatically Extended as Follows:
Pursuant to Board action summarized below, effective May 20, 2020, an automatic license renewal
deadline extension up to and including August 31, 2020 is granted to licensees holding a current unexpired Alabama license that expires on May 31, 2020.
Failure of those whose licensing renewal deadline of May 31, 2020 has been automatically extended,
to file the required licensing renewal documentation by August 31, 2020, will result in their license
lapsing on September 1, 2020.
Pursuant to Board action summarized below, effective May 20, 2020, an automatic license renewal
deadline extension up to and including September 30, 2020 is granted to licensees holding a current
unexpired Alabama license that expires on June 30, 2020.
Failure of those whose licensing renewal deadline of June 30, 2020 has been automatically extended, to file the required licensing renewal documentation by September 30, 2020, will result in
their license lapsing on October 1, 2020.
Any future notices relating to the above referenced Emergency Rule 230-X-1-.34.01ER will appear
on the Alabama Licensing Board for General Contractors website (www.genconbd.alabama.gov). For
further information please contact the Board’s office at (334) 272-5030.

Governor Ivey Awards Broadband Grants for Projects in Alabama:
Governor Kay Ivey has awarded nearly $5.1 million to ensure more Alabamians have access to highspeed internet services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) is
administering the program.
The grants were awarded through the Alabama Broadband Accessibility Fund which was created by
the Alabama Legislature and signed into law by Governor Ivey. It was created to assist broadband
providers in extending high-speed internet service for households, businesses and community anchors in unserved areas of the state or in areas lacking minimum threshold service. Fourteen areas
throughout Alabama will be supplied access to broadband services through the latest grants. In
March, Governor Ivey awarded 20 grants totaling $9.5 million to provide broadband access in rural
communities and areas without adequate service.
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News & Notes:
AUCA Scholarship Program:
AUCA received a record number of scholarship applications this year. We sincerely appreciate all the
students that took the time to apply. The selection of the winners will be finalized at the upcoming
AUCA Board of Directors Meeting on June 10th.

2020 U.S. Census - Alabama Counts!
Currently, only 58.3 percent of households in Alabama have responded to the 2020 census. This
does represent a 9% increase from last month, but is still slightly below the U.S. response rate of
60.3 percent. The census is used to determine the number of congressional seats each state has in
the United States Congress. Alabama is potentially at risk of losing a seat, so it is imperative to
make sure that everyone takes the time to accurately respond to the census.
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News & Notes:
Alabama Damage Prevention Alliance “Large Project” Committee:
AUCA Executive Director Tim Ayers is currently serving on the Alabama Damage Prevention Alliance
(ADPA) “Large Project” Committee. The Common Ground Alliance (CGA) defines a “large/complex”
project as a single project or a series of repetitive, small, related-scope, short-term projects that impact facilities over a long period of time or over a large area.
This is a very important topic impacting all stakeholders of underground utility damage prevention.
AUCA wants to ensure that the Excavating community is fairly represented in any negotiations. If
any AUCA Contractor Members would like to be involved in this process, or at least share your opinions, please contact the office and let us know.

AUCA Newest Member Companies:
Ballard Construction Company, Inc.
Alexander City, AL
Company Representative: John Ballard
One Stop Environmental, LLC
Birmingham, AL
Company Representative: Thomas Harbin
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News & Notes:
U.S. Department of Labor’s OSHA Issues Guidance to Help Construction
Workers During the Coronavirus Pandemic
WASHINGTON, DC – The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) has launched a webpage (https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/construction.html)
with coronavirus-related guidance for construction employers and workers. The guidance includes
recommended actions to reduce the risk of exposure to the coronavirus.
Employers of workers engaged in construction (such as carpentry, ironworking, plumbing, electrical,
heating/air conditioning/ventilation, utility construction work, and earth-moving activities) should
remain alert to changing outbreak conditions, including as they relate to community spread of the
virus and testing availability. In response to changing conditions, employers should implement coronavirus infection prevention measures accordingly.
The webpage includes information regarding:


Using physical barriers, such as walls, closed doors, or plastic sheeting, to separate workers from
individuals experiencing signs or symptoms consistent with the coronavirus;



Keeping in-person meetings (including toolbox talks and safety meetings) as short as possible,
limiting the number of workers in attendance, and using social distancing practices;



Screening calls when scheduling indoor construction work to assess potential exposures and circumstances in the work environment before worker entry;



Requesting that shared spaces in home environments where construction activities are being
performed, or other construction areas in occupied buildings, have good air flow; and



Staggering work schedules, such as alternating workdays or extra shifts, to reduce the total
number of employees on a job site at any given time and to ensure physical distancing.

Visit OSHA’s coronavirus webpage frequently for updates. For further information about the coronavirus, please visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, employers are responsible for providing safe
and healthful workplaces for their employees. OSHA’s role is to help ensure these conditions for
America’s working men and women by setting and enforcing standards, and providing training, education and assistance. For more information, visit www.osha.gov.
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report
From Bob Briant, Jr. - Chairman CWCC & Sante Esposito - Key Advocates
May 2020 Insights
Note: Covid-19 has greatly impacted the congressional legislative process. As of this writing, Congress has not resumed its “normal” legislative schedule, all Hill buildings remain closed except for
Members and staff and credentialed press. Members’ offices and committees are functioning via
email and phones. The situation is challenging for everyone. With these constraints, we have
learned the following.
Infrastructure
The President has said at various coronavirus task force press conference his support for infrastructure, and his desire to move ahead on legislation to address it The President’s proposal is $2T over
10 years. In addition, Treasury Secretary Mnuchin has stated publicly that he is engaged in on-going
discussions with House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Neal on ways to finance increased
infrastructure spending.
Earlier this month, Speaker Pelosi, along with Minority Whip Clyburn, T&I Chairman DeFazio and Energy and Commerce Chairman Pallone, held a press conference call wherein the Speaker said they
were going to include infrastructure in Phase 4 of the coronavirus economic stimulus initiatives. She
said that the core of the infrastructure component would be what was announced in the Jan. 28
press conference noted below. The Speaker also said that the House would take action on Phase 4
when it returned at the end of April.
In anticipation of that, the Coalition sent emails to key Leadership, committees and Members’ personal staff requesting that any infrastructure package included as part of Phase 4 include an increase in authorization and corresponding appropriations of $40B for the Clean Water SRF, $25.4B
for the Safe Drinking Water SRF, $600M for the Alternative Water Source Program, $500M for the
WIIN Grant Program, strike the existing 30-year loan term repayment limit and allow states to make
repayments up to the life of the project, and make the current one year option to transfer funds between the CW and SDW SRF’s permanent.
Notwithstanding this, the Speaker’s proposal to include infrastructure as part of Phase 4 was met
with resistance by House Minority Leader McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader McConnell and Senate
Minority Leader Schumer. While none said that they were opposed to an infrastructure initiative, all
said it was premature at this time and that the focus of Phase 4 should be on the health care crisis.
There is already talk about a Phase 5, possibly in June, and that or additional phases might provide
an opportunity to include infrastructure.
(Continued on page 11)
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report
(Continued from page 10)

Regarding infrastructure, the Republicans say they support putting the government and the private
sector together to improve transportation and other core infrastructure needs while the Democrats
are talking about direct government spending on roads, transit, rail, clean energy, water education,
hospitals, broadband, and housing, among other priorities. Senator Barrasso, Chair of the Environment and Public Works Committee, has already said that he wants the Committee’s bipartisan FAST
Act reauthorization bill included in any infrastructure package.
To review, on January 28, the House Democratic leadership along with the chairs of the key congressional committees of jurisdiction (T&I, Energy and Commerce, and Ways and Means) rolled out
a mega infrastructure framework – with more details and legislative language to follow – that focuses on surface transportation issues, broadband, 911 updates, brownfields, safe drinking water,
with mention of housing, education and natural resources. Water highlights of interest (note: these
do not include water programs from other committees such as the Natural Resource Committee not
yet available but to be included in the package) –


Clean Water & Wastewater Infrastructure — $50.5 Billion
 Funds building new, modern clean water and wastewater infrastructure by investing $40
billion in the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF), to address local water quality
challenges, with dedicated funds for urban and rural communities with affordability concerns.
 Encourages the use of energy-efficient and water-efficient technologies.
 Helps communities affordably address local sewer overflow and storm water infrastructure
needs, preventing pollution in local rivers and waterways, and disruptions to service.
 Establishes a new EPA program to detect, prevent, and treat discharge of industrial
chemicals, including PFAS.



Water Infrastructure (Flood protection, navigation, etc.) — $10 Billion
 Addresses the impact of severe weather events by tackling the backlog of Army Corps’
projects designed to protect communities at risk of flooding, to enhance community resiliency, and to enhance national, regional, and local economic growth.



Safe Drinking Water —$25.4 Billion
 Protects Americans’ drinking water – particularly for vulnerable communities – by investing in the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund and programs to ensure clean drinking
water in schools, day care centers and on Native American Reservations.
 Provides funding to local communities dealing with PFAS contamination in the drinking
(Continued on page 12)
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report
(Continued from page 11)

water and requires EPA identify and assist these and other communities with effective decontamination techniques.


Alternative Water Source Project - $600 Million
 Reauthorizes Federal investments in alternative water source projects to address critical
water supply needs, especially in arid areas of the Nation.

President’s Infrastructure Proposal
To review, the President’s FY21 Budget has two major infrastructure components. The first is a $810
billion, 10-year reauthorization of surface transportation programs. The second is a $190 billion in
investments across a range of infrastructure, as follows:


$60 Billion for a new Building Infrastructure Great grants program: This “megaprojects” program will focus on delivery of such projects across a range of sectors: surface transportation road, bridge, rail, transit, pipeline, landside port, and intermodal connection capital investments; lock, dam, and canal investments; drinking water and waste treatment capital investments; and energy and broadband capital investments.



$50 billion for a new Moving America’s Freight Safely and Efficiently program. This
program will support projects with significant economic, mobility, and safety benefits on our strategic highway, rail, port, and waterway freight networks.



$35 billion for a new Bridge Rebuilding program. This program will make targeted investments in critical bridge infrastructure to restore them to good condition. $12 billion will be provided for “off- system” bridges allocated via formula, and $23 billion will be provided for larger
bridges via a competitive process.



$25 billion for a new Revitalizing Rural America program. This program focuses on the
needs and contributions to our economy made by rural communities and helps them deliver
broadband, transportation, water and other infrastructure projects.



$20 billion for a Transit State of Good Repair Sprint program. The program will focus exclusively on rehabilitating existing transit assets (no new capacity projects).



$6.5 billion for a Public Lands Infrastructure Fund. This program would address the deferred maintenance backlog in our national parks, forests, wildlife refuges and other public lands,
along with Bureau of Indian Education school.
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Alabama Utility Contractors Association
P.O. Box 383185
Birmingham, AL 35238-3185

Phone: 205-582-9436
Fax: 205-582-9155
E-mail: tim@aluca.org

AUCA IS A MEMBER-DRIVEN, NEEDS
FOCUSED TRADE ASSOCIATION CREATED
SOLELY TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE
UTILITY INDUSTRY IN THE STATE OF
ALABAMA.

We’re on the Web !
www.aluca.org

Please print out this newsletter to share with
others in your company. And, if you are
receiving this for the company owner,
please print out a copy for him/her.

Let AUCA Be Your Source For All Your
Training Needs
Contact the Association Office for more information

@AlabamaUCA
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