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The month of August has been an emotional roller coaster for me. My 
daughter, who had been home from college for her third summer in-
ternship with Brasfield & Gorrie, headed back for her senior year. Be-
fore she left, she was offered and accepted a job to start working full-
time with them upon graduation. It’s quite a relief to know that when 
she walks across the stage next May and receives her degree in Build-
ing Science from Auburn University, a job will be waiting with one of 
the premier companies in her chosen career field. 
 
Unfortunately, this month also saw the loss of one of the best AUCA 
co-workers I’ve ever had. Chip, our beloved Chocolate Labrador Re-
triever of almost 12 years crossed over the rainbow bridge. As I write 
this newsletter, I feel an emptiness because for so many days over 
the course of my 10 years with AUCA, he was faithfully “working” by 
my side. I miss him immensely, but am relieved that he’s no longer in 
pain and was blessed to have had such a loyal friend for so long. 
 
We are pleased to announce that former University of Alabama and 
Dallas Cowboys Running Back Sherman Williams will be our special 
guest speaker at the October 10th AUCA Fall Meeting & Sporting Clay 
Shoot in Montgomery. Sherman has quite the story to tell. As some-
one that won a state championship in high school football, a national 
championship in college, and a Super Bowl in the NFL, he has experi-
enced the highest of highs. However, a criminal conviction that led to 
being sentenced and serving 15 years in Federal Prison was certainly 
the lowest of lows. But, he has redeemed himself and now works to 
provide development programs to assist and guide disadvantaged 
youth to overcome interpersonal obstacles, embrace family values, 
education and avoid life’s pitfalls.  
 
The Fall Meeting & Sporting Clay Shoot is always our biggest event, 
and team slots for our morning shoot are nearly full. If you have not 
already registered, please do so ASAP, and if possible, please consid-
er registering for the afternoon shoot to guarantee your space.  
 

      Tim  

Director’s Comments:  
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 

AUCA 2024 Fall General Meeting  
& Sporting Clay Shoot 

Thursday, October 10, 2024 
Lower Wetumpka Shotgun Sports Club 

Montgomery, AL 

AUCA Industry Lunch Meetings 
Dates and Locations To Be Announced 

AUCA Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, September 5, 2024 

The Lodge at Gulf State Park - Gulf Shores, AL 
Tuesday, September 17 - Thursday, September 19, 2024  

AUCA 2025 Spring General Meeting, 
Golf Tournament and Shrimp & Crawfish Boil 

Thursday, April 24, 2025 
Arrowhead Country Club 

Montgomery, AL 

https://alabama.damagepreventionsummit.com/
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http://www.aluca.org/2024-fall-general-meeting--sporting-clay-shoot.html
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http://www.aluca.org/2024-fall-general-meeting--sporting-clay-shoot.html
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AUCA Fall General Meeting & Sporting Clay Shoot 

Currently Registered Event Sponsors: 
(Additional sponsorship opportunities available - deadline is October 3rd) 

Gold Sponsors (to Date): 

https://empirepipe.com/
https://alcrete.com/
https://www.southernlinc.com/
http://cls-midway.com/
https://clearyconstruction.com/
https://al811.com/
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AUCA Fall General Meeting & Sporting Clay Shoot 

Silver Sponsors (to Date): 

Bronze Sponsors (to Date):  

Drink & Refreshment Sponsors (to Date):  
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https://register.uce.auburn.edu/wconnect/CourseStatus.awp1?&course=C240919
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News & Notes: 

AUCA 2025 Board of Directors Nominations: 
 

AUCA is soliciting the membership for candidates to serve on the 2025 AUCA Board of Directors. If 
you have someone in mind that you think would be an asset on the AUCA Board, please email us by 
August 31st to recommend them to the AUCA Nominating Committee. If you are interested in serv-
ing yourself, please feel free to list your name as well. 

Nomination Forms are available in this Newsletter, and have also been sent out electronically to all 
member companies. The Nominating Committee will review the nomination forms of those desiring 
to serve on the 2025 Board at the September 5th AUCA Board Meeting. The proposed slate of nomi-
nees will be announced to the membership and the candidates will be voted on by the members in 
attendance at the October 10th Fall General Meeting in Montgomery. 

AUCA PAC Fundraising Raffle:  
 

Tickets are being distributed to AUCA member companies for the annual AUCA PAC Raffle.  All mon-
ey raised from the raffle will go towards the AUCA PAC Fund to help support our continued Legisla-
tive efforts in Montgomery and Washington.  This year we will once again be raffling two great priz-
es that anyone can use - CASH: 
 
• $1,000 Cash - Prize  #1 
• $500 Cash - Prize #2 
 
Tickets will be $10 each, and will allow the purchaser two (2) chances to win.  The drawing will be 
held at our October 10th Fall General Meeting / Sporting Clay Shoot in Montgomery.  You do not 
have to be present at the event to win. 

Construction Suicide Prevention Week — September 9-13, 2024: 
 

It is important to recognize that work-related stress can have a severe impact on mental health and, 
without proper support, can lead to suicide. 
 
Worker suicides are particularly concerning for the construction industry. The suicide rate for con-
struction workers is four times higher than in the general population, largely due to work-related 
stresses such as seasonal work, demanding schedules and workplace injuries. 
 
September 9-13 is Construction Suicide Prevention Week when events will be held nationwide to 
raise awareness about the unique challenges construction workers face and what we can do to help 
safeguard their mental health and lives. Additional information and resources can found at the fol-
lowing link: https://constructionsuicideprevention.com/. 

https://constructionsuicideprevention.com/
https://constructionsuicideprevention.com/
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News & Notes: 

AUCA Member Inducted Into Alabama Sports Officials Foundation Hall of 
Fame 
 

On August 3rd, in recognition for his contributions 
during his 46 years of service as a high school foot-
ball referee, AUCA member Steve Newton was one of 
10 inductees into the Alabama Sports Officials Foun-
dation Hall of Fame class for 2024. Steve retired 
from officiating in 2021, but still has his day job, 
working as a senior civil engineer and Birmingham 
office manager at TTL Inc., a full-service consulting 
engineering firm.   
 
Congratulations Steve! 

Alabama 811 Committee Opportunities: 
 

Alabama 811 is looking to renew the Advisory Council as support for the AL811 mission and member 
involvement. The Advisory Council will look to initially meet quarterly and will be made up of desig-
nated stakeholder representation. 
 
The Alabama 811 Advisory Council serves as a valuable knowledge base to further the mission of 
Alabama 811. Members of the Advisory Council provides service to the mission by providing the or-
ganization with their professional expertise; their diverse knowledge of constituent perspectives; 
their connections to local, national or international resources, colleagues or peers; or other forms of 
needed assistance. The Advisory Council has no governing function within the organization.  
 
If you are interested in being considered, please complete the nomination form at: 

 
https://form.jotform.com/Alabama811/AdvisoryCouncil 

 
Alabama 811 is also reinstating the Legislative Committee to review potential improvements and up-
dates to the current Alabama Underground Damage Prevention legislation.  
 
If you are interested in serving on the Legislative Committee, please contact: 
 

Annette Bowman 
Alabama 811 Executive Director 

abowman@al811.com 
205.731.3209 

 
 
 

https://form.jotform.com/Alabama811/AdvisoryCouncil
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 
 From Ryan Sharpe - Chairman CWCC & Sante Esposito - Key Advocates 

August 1, 2024 
 

Appropriations Committees Advance Vastly Different SRF Funding Bills 
 

Last week, the Senate Appropriations Committee passed an Appropriations bill that would provide 
$1.63 billion in overall spending for the Clean Water State Revolving Funds (SRFs) which is higher 
than the $1.2 billion allotment in the House-passed bill.   
 
The House bill includes over $191 million more in earmark spending which reduces base funding lev-
els.  Including the reduction from earmarks, the Clean Water SRFs are slated to receive a total of 
$1.27 billion in the Senate bill and $649 million in the House bill.  
   
For the Safe Drinking Water SRFs, the Senate bill includes overall funding of $1.12 billion while the 
House appropriates $883.5 million.  The Senate bill utilizes $237 million less in earmarks than the 
House version.  Assuming earmarks as a takedown from base funding, the state allocations for the 
Safe Drinking Water SRFs are $883.6 million in the Senate bill and $404 million in the House bill.  
 

CWCC Opposition to House Spending Cuts 
 

In July, the House Appropriations Committee passed an Appropriations bill that slashes funding for 
the Clean Water and Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (SRFs) by $1.7 billion.   
 
The Clean Water Construction Coalition (CWCC) has continued to urge House members to reject any 
SRF funding cuts and asked Coalition members to urge their Representatives to oppose the House 
FY25 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act which would impose these 
devastating cuts to critical water infrastructure projects.  
 

WIIN Grant Funding 
 

Under the House-passed appropriations bill, $30 million would be appropriated for Water Infrastruc-
ture Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Grants. The Senate plans to mark-up its bill funding WIIN 
Grants on August 1. 
CWCC Appropriations Requests 
 
The CWCC is advocating for funding at a minimum of $4.4 billion for the Clean Water SRFs, $4.3 bil-
lion for the Safe Drinking Water SRF’s, and at least $20 million for WIIN Grants. 
  
The Coalition opposes the use of earmarks as takedowns from base funding levels.  If earmarks are 
utilized, the CWCC favors using the lesser earmark levels included in the Senate bills. 
 

Appropriations Status 
 

Five of the 12 Appropriations bills have passed the House while seven bills have been approved by 

 
 

(Continued on page 14) 
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https://www.cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org/
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 

the House Appropriations Committee. The Senate Appropriations Committee has approved seven 
funding bills and five have not yet been considered. 
  
The Republican-controlled House Appropriations Committee is continuing to push for spending re-
ductions while the Senate supports additional appropriations to account for inflation.  
 

House Republican FY25 House Budget Proposal 
 

There has been no action on the House Budget Resolution which would limit spending increases to 
one percent a year and cut discretionary spending by $2.5 trillion over ten years.  The Democrat-run 
Senate has taken no action on this bill.  

 
Other Issues 

 

The CWCC is still working with Senator Butler’s staff on a potential new version of the “STREAM Act” 
which would provide $750 million for surface and groundwater storage and conveyance projects, 
$300 million for water recycling, $250 million for environmental restoration, $150 million for desali-
nation projects and $100 million for drinking water projects in disadvantaged communities.  
 
The Coalition continues to support the Garamendi Amendment to H.R. 7023 which would allow the 
EPA to issue National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits for certain public 
works projects for 10 years instead of five years as allowed under current law.  The amendment has 
yet to be considered. 
 
There has been no action taken on the CWCC-backed “DROUGHT Act of 2024” which aims to in-
crease the federal share of Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) funding from 
80% to 90%. 
 
The Coalition continues to pursue additional funding for mega recycling projects and the Alternative 
Water Source Program. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Health & Safety: 

The Facts About Obtaining an OSHA Card 

Many job creators ask their workers to obtain an OSHA 
card. This often refers to the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration's (OSHA) Outreach Training Pro-
gram's 10-hour and 30-hour safety courses. Unfortunately, 
there has been an increase in fraudulent activity related to 
these courses over the past several years. Knowing the 
facts can help workers avoid fraudulent trainers and cours-
es. 

FACT: Only OSHA-authorized trainers may teach 10- and 30-hour safety courses and issue OSHA 
student course completion cards. 

The 10-hour safety course covers general safety and health hazards for entry-level workers. The 30-
hour safety course provides a greater variety of safety subjects and in-depth, industry-specific train-
ing and is intended for supervisors and workers with safety and health responsibility. While fraudu-
lent actors may advertise OSHA 10-hour training, only OSHA-authorized trainers can issue course 
completion cards at the end of the training. 

FACT: OSHA publishes a public list of authorized trainers to help workers find legitimate training 
and avoid fraud. 

OSHA provides a list of authorized trainers to find instructors for the 10- and 30-hour safety courses. 
The list provides trainer names and contact information, and denotes which course each trainer is 
authorized to teach (i.e., construction, general industry, maritime, disaster site worker). Courses are 
also available in Spanish and online from the appropriate authorized trainer. 

FACT: Taking the course does NOT guarantee employment. 

While OSHA believes this training is an important first step towards workplace safety, beware of ad-
vertisements "guaranteeing" jobs after taking the course. 

FACT: OSHA does not require completion of these courses, but may require other training for work-
ers that encounter certain workplace hazards. Although some states, cities, and job creators have 
mandated Outreach Training Program courses as a prerequisite to employment, OSHA does not re-
quire the training. In other cases, jobs may include workplace hazards that require training to meet 
OSHA standards, such as training on common chemical hazards encountered in the workplace, or 
operator training for specific powered industrial trucks on the jobsite. Be sure to check your local 
requirements and consult the relevant OSHA regulations. 

Keep these facts in mind when searching for courses and trainers to ensure proper safety training 
and avoid fraudulent courses. If you come across any fraudulent actors, please contact 
the Department of Labor's Office of Inspector General. For more information, visit the Outreach 
Training Program website. 
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https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach
https://www.osha.gov/dte/outreach/outreach_trainers.html
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach/trainers/spanish
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach/training-providers
https://www.oig.dol.gov/contact.htm
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach
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https://www.osha.gov/heat
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/3431_wksiteposter_en.pdf
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https://www.osha.gov/trenching-excavation
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We’re on the Web ! 
www.aluca.org 

AUCA IS A MEMBER-DRIVEN, NEEDS       

FOCUSED TRADE ASSOCIATION CREATED 

SOLELY TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE 

UTILITY INDUSTRY IN THE STATE OF          

ALABAMA. 

Alabama Utility Contractors Association 

P.O. Box 383185 

Birmingham, AL 35238-3185 

Phone: 205-582-9436 

Fax: 205-582-9155 

E-mail: tim@aluca.org 

Please print out this newsletter to share with 

others in your company. And, if you are   

receiving this for the company owner,  

please print out a copy for him/her. 

@AlabamaUCA 

Let AUCA Be Your Source For All Your  

Training Needs 

Contact the Association Office for more information 


