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Director’s Comments:  

I recently read a statistic that 1/5 of the U.S. economy would grind to 
a halt without reliable water infrastructure.  Yet, with pipes in the 
ground that have long outlived their service life, and a population that 
continues to grow and put additional stress on the existing systems, 
our government proposes to cut funding instead of increasing it.  This 
logic is baffling, especially when you consider the many unnecessary 
programs that our federal government does support. 
 
We must continue to work together as an industry to raise awareness 
for the needs of all underground infrastructure systems.  These are 
serious problems that unfortunately cannot fix themselves.  If new 
revenue cannot be found to address the problems, then our leaders 
need to look for ways to cut other programs that are not as critical.  
In other words, do what they should already be doing - be good 
stewards of the taxpayer’s money. 
 
Economic development officials will also tell you that infrastructure is 
a critical component when attempting to lure industries to locate in 
our state.  At our October 13th General Meeting in Montgomery, we 
are pleased to have Greg Canfield, the Alabama Secretary of Com-
merce speak to our group.  Secretary Canfield will help explain why it 
is imperative that we continually invest in our infrastructure in order 
to remain competitive, and to keep our economy strong. 
 
We are also pleased that Senator Del Marsh is scheduled to attend 
the event to receive our “Legislator of the Year” Award.  Senator 
Marsh has been an ally to AUCA on many issues, and we look forward 
to honoring him and continuing our working relationship. 
 
We hope that you can make time to come out and join us at a fun 
event, and have the opportunity to remind key leaders of our state 
how important our issues are. 
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AUCA Fall General Meeting & Sporting Clay Shoot 

Current Event Sponsors: 
(Additional sponsorship opportunities available - deadline is October 7th) 

Gold Sponsors: 

Silver Sponsors: 

Schmidt Environmental Construction 
Howell, LLC 

Ferguson Waterworks 
Flint Equipment Company 
CLS General Contractors 

U.S. Pipe 

Knapheide Truck Equipment 
Southern Pipe & Supply 

Southern Light 
National Trench Safety 

Sunbelt Rentals 
Insituform Technologies 

Bronze Sponsors: 

American Ductile Iron Pipe 
J. Smith Lanier & Co. 

Blankenship Contracting 
Sloan Utility Contracting 

Wallace, Jordan, Ratliff & Brandt 

Miller Pipeline 
Millennium Risk Managers 

Alabama 811 
J.M. Wood Auction Company 

Tractor & Equipment Company 

Station Sponsors: 

W.R. Mitchell Contractor 

Turner Insurance & Bonding 

Dyas Human Resource Development 

Truitt Insurance & Bonding 

http://warriortractor.com/
http://weaverenviroal.com/
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Concrete Pipe and Box Culvert Installation Classes 
 

AUCA in collaboration with the American Concrete Pipe Association will host the final two regional 
installation classes for Contractors, Municipal Engineers, Consultants, and ALDOT staff.  Class sizes 

are limited.  To RSVP, please us the below link: 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L9dXtS5M2qGM72KpceM38R_B8R_VGCyGJqekhJwaV4Q/edit?usp=sharing 
 

Huntsville 
Friday, October 14, 2016 

Hilton Garden Inn 
4801 Governors House Dr SW, Huntsville, AL 35805 

 

Mobile 
Friday November 4, 2016 
ALDOT SW Regional Office 

1701 I-65 West Service Road North, Mobile, AL 36618 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L9dXtS5M2qGM72KpceM38R_B8R_VGCyGJqekhJwaV4Q/edit?usp=sharing
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ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 

PROPOSED 2017 LEADERSHIP TEAM 

To Be Voted On At General Meeting Scheduled For October 13, 2016 

 

OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT: SHAUN GONZALES, WESCO 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: ERIC HUDGENS, SLOAN UTILITY CONTRACTING 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT: AARON SCHMIDT, SCHMIDT ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRUC-

TION INC. 

SECRETARY/TREASURER: GAVIN JONES, BAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS 

 

BOARD MEMBERS  

RANDY BISHOP, CONSTRUCTION LABOR SERVICES, INC. 

DOUG BLANKENSHIP, BLANKENSHIP CONTRACTING, INC. 

ANDRU BRAMBLETT, SOUTHERN LIGHT  

BILL CARTER, AMERICAN DUCTILE IRON PIPE 

LAIN CHENEY, FERGUSON WATERWORKS  

RONNIE GOLDEN, GOLDEN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

JOHN PAUL LAMBERT, LAMBERT, INC. 

LARRY LOGSDON, WALLACE, JORDAN, RATLIFF, & BRANDT, LLC 

MARK MAYFIELD, MILLER PIPELINE, LLC 

BILL McGOUGH, W.R. MITCHELL CONTRACTOR, INC. 

RICHARD MURPHREE, DRM UTILITIES, LLC 

STEVE WALKER, JOHNSON & ASSOCIATES, INC. 

TERRY YOUNG, MILLENNIUM RISK MANAGERS, LLC 
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Mobile Area Lunch Meeting - September 14th   

Contractor’s Sales Tax Exemption Reporting Requirements 
Presented by Traci Sherlock from Alabama Department of Revenue 

Meeting Sponsored by: 
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Dothan 
September 8, 2016 

Montgomery 
September 9, 2016 

Tuscaloosa 
September 22, 2016 

Birmingham 
September 23, 2016 

ACPA Pipe and Box Culvert Installation Seminars 



 

 

Alabama One-Call Notification System Study Commission Update: 
 

The most recent Commission meeting was held in Birmingham on September 19th.  The group will 

meet again on October 25th at the Alagasco Operations Center in Montgomery, with the intent of 

drafting legislation to be introduced during the 2017 Alabama Legislative Session.   

 

Proposed legislation will cover the establishment of an effective enforcement program to appease 

PHMSA, which views the current Alabama Damage Prevention Program as being inadequate. The 

legislation will also hopefully require mandatory participation for a Single One-Call Notification Sys-

tem to serve the entire state of Alabama to help improve safety for our industry.  Without full par-

ticipation, the current system is not truly a “One-Call” program, and places Contractors in danger 

when working in unfamiliar areas where all underground utilities may not have been located.   

 

If you have any feedback on this topic, or would like to attend the next meeting, please contact the 

AUCA office. 
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OSHA News: 

Be cautious of an email that has reportedly been circulating to numerous 

employers around the country that appears on its face to be a request 

from OSHA to download a guidance document about “Safety & Health at 

U.S.: Protecting Workers and Employers” in order to avoid being fined. 

This email is not sent from a Department of Labor email. Employers 

should always remember that OSHA never requests money over the 

phone or on-site at the close of an inspection, it never charges employers 

for posters or regulatory guidance, and its representatives are obliged to 

present their credentials upon request.  

 

The fraudulent email contains a newsletter clipping that has both the DOL and the Department of 

Health and Human Services (“DHHS”) logos at the top. It claims that the recipient employers have 

been selected to receive this guidance document, and that they will receive “an unannounced, on-

site inspection” to investigate whether they are meeting Safety & Health Requirements. OSHA has 

confirmed that this email was not sent by the Agency.  Employers should NOT click on any of the 

links in the email, should immediately delete it, and should run a virus scan.  It is believed to be a 

phishing scam similar to ones that have plagued employers in the past.  OSHA states that it will in-

vestigate and potentially refer the matter to the Department of Justice for a criminal investigation. 
 

Source: oshadefensereport.com  



 

 

In Memory of Mallory Carper: 
 

Please keep Charlie Carper from Thompson Insurance and his family in your thoughts and prayers, 

after the passing of his daughter Mallory, on September 8th.  Mallory was a joy and an inspiration to 

all that knew her, and I’m glad that I was able to be amongst those that did.  She will be missed. 

Career Opportunities: 
 

 

AUCA has several member companies throughout the state that are currently 

hiring for various positions, including Project Manager, Superintendent, and 

Sales Representative.  Please contact the AUCA office if you would like to re-

ceive additional information. 
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AUCA Mailing Address Change: 
 

AUCA is in the process of changing our mailing address.  When mailing correspondence, please 

make sure to send it to the new address: 
 

P.O. Box 383185 
Birmingham, AL 35238-3185 

 

The office location remains the same, and we encourage members to drop by and visit if you’re ever 

in the area. 
 

AUCA Office Address: 
 

7030 Meadowlark Drive, Suite E2 
Birmingham, AL 35242 

AUCA Members Enter the Political Arena: 
 

Congratulations to Shawn Rice of Reed Contracting Services in Huntsville for his recent election to 

the Town Council in Grant, AL.   

 

Also, we would like to recognize Mark Davis, from Mark Davis Construction on his attempt to win a 

seat on the City Council in Semmes, AL.  Although Mark did not win, we applaud him for his efforts 

to make a difference for the good of his community. 



 

 

 

Page 11 

ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 

Alabama Legislative News: 

Alabama Special Legislative Session Wrap-Up: 
 
 

The special legislative session called for by Governor Robert Bentley in August to establish a consti-

tutional amendment enabling a state lottery to support the General Fund, and to provide funding for 

Medicaid, infrastructure investment, and/ or debt repayment concluded on September 7th.   

 

The lottery continued to be a divisive topic, and was unable to receive the 2/3 vote needed in both 

houses to be placed on the November ballot as a constitutional amendment.  Look for the lottery 

debate to continue to be a hot topic during the 2017 regular legislative session, as the state contin-

ues to struggle financially.  

 
The most significant events that occurred during the special session were: 
 
 Representative Mac McCutcheon was elected to be the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
 
 Legislation for the BP Settlement Fund Bond Issue was passed and signed by the Governor.  This 

creates the Alabama Economic Settlement Authority and will provide: 
 

 $120 million for Medicaid 

 $120 million for Mobile and Baldwin Counties road projects 

 $238 million to partially repay the Alabama Trust Fund Debt 

 $161.6 million to repay the General Fund Rainy Day Fund debt due by 2020  

 
 A Joint Legislative Task Force on Budget Reform was created. The 14-member panel will exam-

ine the structure and design of the state budgeting process and make recommendations for long

-term budget system reforms.  The task force is to report no later than the fifth legislative day of 

the 2017 legislative session.  The task force will study issues including: 
 

 Implementing a biennial budget cycle 

 Requiring state entities to undergo greater performance and program reviews 

 Un-earmarking funds to provide more flexibility and legislative oversight 

 Reviewing existing state tax credits, deductions and exemptions that result in a total of 

$4.1 billion in lost revenue for the state budgets 

 Identifying areas to provide tax relief to Alabama families without significantly affecting 

budgets 
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U.S. SENATE OVERWHELMING PASSES WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT 
 

On September 15th, the Senate approved the Water Resources Developments Act of 2016 (WRDA) 

by a 95 “yes” to 3 “no” floor vote.  The measure in total authorizes approximately $13.3 billion for 

various water/port projects throughout the country. 

 

The Senate WRDA measure, S2848, contains funding for navigation, port, dam, flood control, and 

ecological restoration projects.  Also contained in the legislation is $1.8 billion for storm water con-

struction projects, $1.4 billion grant program for rural drinking water/wastewater projects as well as 

other significant provisions for clean water and drinking water programs.  Also included is $220 mil-

lion for water infrastructure improvements to States with “emergency drinking water situations” and 

$70 million to capitalize WIFIA loan projects. 

 

The U.S. House has yet to move the bill for a floor vote, however, the House Transportation and In-

frastructure Committee Chairman Bill Shuster has indicated that there will be an effort to bring the 

Committee’s WRDA measure to the floor prior to the Congress’s Fall recess. 

 

Coalition representatives will urge the House leadership to post the House T & I Committee’s bill for 

a floor vote.  Once passed by the House, Coalition representatives will work with members of both 

Chambers to advocate for inclusion of Clean Water and Drinking Water funding language to be 

added to the final legislation during conference negotiations on the bill between the House and Sen-

ate. 

 

FY 2017 INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT APPROPRIATIONS BILL 
 

The full House has approved its FY 2017 Interior, Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations 

bill while the Senate Appropriations Committee approved its companion spending bill but has yet to 

post the measure for a floor vote.  The House measure funds the Clean Water and Drinking Water 

SRF programs at $2.1 billion.  This represents an overall annual decrease to the combined CWSRF 

($1 billion) and DWSRF ($1.07 billion) programs of approximately $186 million.  The House measure 

also funds the new WIFIA program at $50 million.  The Senate fiscal year 2017 Interior bill funds 

the Clean Water SRF at $1.35 billion, the Drinking Water SRF at $1.02 billion and $30 million for the 

WIFIA program.  This represents an increase of $113 million over the FY 2016 enacted level. While 

the Senate Appropriations Committee did approve the measure on June 16, 2016, the Senate is not 

anticipated to move to bill to a full Senate floor vote prior to the November elections.  If this is the 

case, a Continuing Resolution will need to be moved in order to continue funding for these programs 

at the current FY 2016 funding levels. 

Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 
  Bob Briant, Jr. - Chairman CWCC 



 

 

Health & Safety: 
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We’re on the Web ! 

www.aluca.org 

AUCA IS A MEMBER-DRIVEN, NEEDS       

FOCUSED TRADE ASSOCIATION CREATED 

SOLELY TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE 

UTILITY INDUSTRY IN THE STATE OF          

ALABAMA. 

Alabama Utility Contractors Association 

P.O. Box 383185 

Birmingham, AL 35238-3185 

Phone: 205-582-9436 

Fax: 205-582-9155 

E-mail: tim@aluca.org 

Please print out this newsletter to share with 

others in your company. And, if you are   

receiving this for the company owner,  

please print out a copy for him/her. 

@AlabamaUCA 

Let AUCA Be Your Source For All Your  

Training Needs 

Contact the Association Office for more information 


