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On April 24, AUCA members and guests came together at Arrowhead 
Country Club in Montgomery for the 2025 Spring General Meeting, 
where we were thrilled to hear from Andy Burcham, the Voice of the 
Auburn Tigers. After the meeting, everyone enjoyed a fun afternoon 
with the Golf Tournament and our Shrimp & Crawfish Boil - made 
even better by the perfect weather! You can check out the full event 
recap and photos in the Newsletter on pages 2–13. 
 
A big thank you to all our sponsors, volunteers, and attendees who 
helped make the day such a great success! 

       Tim  
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AUCA Spring General Meeting & Golf Tournament: 

Corporate & Hole Sponsors: 
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AUCA Spring General Meeting & Golf Tournament: 

Andy Burcham, the “Voice of the Auburn Tigers” was the special guest speaker at the AUCA Spring General 
Meeting on April 24th at Arrowhead Country Club in Montgomery. 
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AUCA Spring General Meeting & Golf Tournament: 

We appreciate the many sponsor companies, volunteers, and  
participants that graciously made this event possible. 

 

Thanks for your continued support of AUCA! 

NTS Putting Contest Winner: 
Chris Burley 

Thompson Power Systems Long Drive Contest 
Winner: 

Cayden Marsh 
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AUCA Spring General Meeting & Golf Tournament: 

1st Place Team:  
Southern Pipe & Supply (Montgomery Branch) 

2nd Place Team:  
CLS General Contractors 

3rd Place Team:  
CAC Group 

Longest Drive: 
Cayden Marsh 

Closest to Pin  
Hole #16: 

Justin Sexton 

Closest to Pin  
Hole #7: 

Rachael Pike  
(Not Pictured) 
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National Work Zone Awareness Week - April 21-25: 

The 2025 National Work Zone Awareness 
Week (NWZAW) was held April 21-25. The 
national kickoff event is hosted by a selected 
state department of transportation (DOT) and 
focuses on the safety of roadway workers 
and the importance of staying alert to work 
zones.  
 
This year’s host was the North Carolina De-
partment of Transportation and the theme 
was "Respect the zone so we all get home.”   

April is National Safe Digging Month: 

April is recognized by Congress and most Governors across 
the U.S. as National Safe Digging Month (NSDM). During 
the month, campaigns and activities will focus on promoting 
safe digging to the general public and professionals nation-
wide.  
 
Alabama 811 will be hosting a series of informative meet-
ings throughout the state on Underground Utility Coordina-
tion and Damage Prevention. This is a topic that AUCA re-
ceives more calls about than any other, so we hope you’ll 
make plans to attend. 
 
Know what's below, 811 before you dig! 

 

Advanced Explosives, LLC 
Villa Rica, GA 

Company Representative: Clay Anderson 
www.advancedexplosives.com 

AUCA New Member Company: 

https://www.nwzaw.org/
https://call811.com/NSDM
https://www.advancedexplosives.com/
https://www.advancedexplosives.com/
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 

AUCA 2025 Fall General Meeting  
& Sporting Clay Shoot 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 
Lower Wetumpka Shotgun Sports Club 

Montgomery, AL 

AUCA Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, June 5, 2025 

Montgomery, AL 

AUCA Industry Lunch Meetings 
Dates and Locations To Be Announced 

Upcoming Auctions: 
 

Alabama Department of Transportation  
MAY 1 - 2, 2025 

Montgomery, AL (ALDOT Facility) 
 

52nd Annual Summer Auction  
June 10 - 12, 2025  
Montgomery, AL  

https://www.jmwood.com/
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Alabama 2025 Legislative Session Update: 
 

The Alabama Legislature has met for 25 of the 30 of the maximum legislative days of the 2025 Reg-
ular Session. With only five days remaining, 961 bills have been introduced - 615 in the House and 
346 in the Senate. 
 
HB443, which would extend the Underground Damage Prevention Program, was approved by the 
Senate Transportation and Energy Committee. It has been read for the second time and placed on 
the Senate calendar. The bill moves the current sunset date for mandatory participation in Ala-
bama’s One-Call Notification System from the end of 2026 to January 1, 2035. This extension is in-
tended to ensure continued safety and prevent damage to underground utilities by requiring ongo-
ing participation from all underground facility operators statewide.  
 
Efforts to make broader updates to the One-Call Law through HB517 and SB295 remain stalled and 
are expected to be revisited during the 2026 session. 
 
Companion bills HB597 and SB332, which would amend Title 39 to allow the use of Alternative De-
livery Methods for public works projects, have also stalled and are dead for the session. These bills 
would give state and local governments the flexibility to use alternative construction procurement 
methods instead of the traditional design-bid-build process. Stakeholders, including the Alabama De-
partment of Finance, municipalities, counties, school systems, universities, state agencies, and con-
struction trade associations, will continue working on this initiative ahead of the 2026 session. 
 
The House has passed the $3.7 billion General Fund Budget. It was substituted in the Senate Fi-
nance and Taxation General Fund Committee and now awaits a third reading in the Senate. The 
House also passed a record $12.1 billion Education Trust Fund (ETF) budget and supplemental ap-
propriations for Fiscal Year 2026. The ETF budget now returns to the Senate for concurrence. If ap-
proved, it will move to Governor Kay Ivey for her signature. Passing the ETF and General Fund 
Budgets fulfills the Alabama Constitution’s mandate that these two budgets must be enacted each 
year. 
 
The Senate has given final approval to Powering Growth, a legislative package aimed at enhancing 
Alabama’s energy security and economic competitiveness. The package includes three bills designed 
to attract private investment, accelerate infrastructure development, and eliminate regulatory barri-
ers without increasing taxes. These bills now move to the House for consideration. 
 
The Legislature will reconvene for Day 26 on Tuesday, April 29. The 2025 session is expected to ad-
journ on Thursday, May 8. 

Alabama Legislative News: 

Remember to check our weekly “Legislative Pipeline” 
email report for continuous Legislative updates 
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 
From Kyle England - Chairman CWCC & Mae Stevens - Banner Public Affairs 

White House and Executive Branch 
 
Funding Freeze Update 
On March 26, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit unanimously declined to grant the 
Trump Administration’s request to block an injunction against the White House’s funding freeze, 
meaning that the pause on the funding freeze remains in effect. In practice, however, funds have 
continued to be frozen by the administration at various agencies and to various recipients, including 
funding to universities, funding to family-planning organizations, funding for disaster aid, and fund-
ing for food aid programs. Court challenges remain ongoing. 
 
Federal Employees and Mass Layoffs 
A second “Fork in the Road” buyout offer to federal employees went out on March 31, and unions 
have already challenged the new plan in court. Agency plans to the White House on further reduc-
tions in force were due on March 13, though they were not made public. Meanwhile, mass layoffs 
continue across the federal government. On March 31, approximately 10,000 employees at HHS, 
mostly from offices within the CDC and FDA, were laid off. The EPA has seen an approximately 3 
percent reduction in force as of April 1, according to the New York Times, with a total planned work-
force reduction of 10 percent. Across the federal government, at least 56,090 employees have been 
fired; approximately 75,000 employees took the first buyout offer; and a further 171,080 reductions 
are planned, according to the New York Times. 
 
EPA 
Jessica Kramer – the Trump Administration’s nominee to head up the EPA Office of Water –  had her 
confirmation hearing in front of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works on 
Wednesday, March 26. Kramer emphasized the role of cooperative federalism and sensible regula-
tion, and she was questioned most heavily about WOTUS and specific state challenges. She was al-
so asked about how she plans to approach PFAS as Assistant Administrator and about the paused 
funding freeze’s potential impact on water quality programs.  
 
The vote on her confirmation will be held on Wednesday, April 9, and she is expected to pass this 
threshold with bipartisan support. A summary from her confirmation hearing from March 26 is at-
tached alongside this update.  
 
Congress 
 
FY 2025 Appropriations 
On March 14, Congress passed a continuing resolution that mostly extends FY 2024 funding levels 
for federal agencies through September, preventing a government shutdown and finalizing the 
budget for FY 2025, which officially began on October 1 of last year. The bill cut non-defense spend-
ing by roughly $13 billion and increased defense spending by about $6 billion. 
 

 
 

(Continued on page 19) 
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https://www.cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org/
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 

The FY 2025 plan does not include congressionally directed earmarks. As a result, states will have 
full access to the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund allocations – $1.64 billion 
and $1.13 billion, respectively. The resolution also preserves level funding in FY 2025 for key EPA 
water programs, including $64.6 million for WIFIA. The Alternative Water Source Program will con-
tinue to go unfunded, unfortunately. A full summary of EPA water infrastructure program appropria-
tions is included in the chart alongside this report.  
 
FY 2026 Appropriations 
While congressional offices await official FY 2026 guidance from the House and Senate Appropria-
tions Committees, many offices have begun soliciting earmark and programmatic funding requests. 
As this process gets underway, CWCC has prepared an updated 2025 priorities document, as well as 
a formal FY 2026 appropriations letter. These will be shared alongside this report as well.  
 
During Water Week meetings taking place the week of April 7, CWCC members will meet with their 
lawmakers in DC to discuss the importance of robust funding for water infrastructure programs, in-
cluding highlighting our specific requests. For CWCC members who are not traveling to DC for meet-
ings, we strongly encourage you to still reach out to staff for your members of Congress during the 
month of April to urge them to support increased water infrastructure funding in FY 2026. You can 
do this either via email or by setting up a virtual meeting, and Banner will provide more specific 
guidance on how best to do this soon. 
 
Reconciliation 
Congress has been working to iron out the competing budget resolutions each chamber adopted in 
February. The Senate plans to move this week to advance a compromise budget resolution before 
the first weekend of April. Majority Leader John Thune would like the Senate to adopt a budget res-
olution after a potential “vote-a-rama” on amendments at the end of this week. Thune would like 
the budget resolution to be completed by both chambers before the Easter recess, which begins on 
Friday, April 11 – an ambitious timeline. Banner is closely tracking this process and will report out 
updates on potential impacts to water infrastructure funding, as well as any specific advocacy rec-
ommendations.  
 
 

(Continued from page 18) 
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Fleet Safety: 
  Provided by Marsh McLennan Agency - Southeast Risk Control Services 

Distracted Driving Awareness Month:   
 

A Call to Action for CDL Drivers and Large Vehicle Operators 
   

April is recognized as Distracted Driving Awareness Month, a campaign initiated by the National 
Safety Council to highlight the dangers associated with distracted driving. With nearly 400,000 inju-
ries and 3,000 fatalities attributed to distracted driving each year, the need for awareness and edu-
cation has never been more critical. 
    
Understanding Distracted Driving   
 
Distracted driving encompasses any activity that diverts a motorist's attention from the road. It can 
be categorized into three main types:   
 
 Visual Distractions: Activities that take the driver’s eyes off the road, such as reading texts or 

looking at navigation systems.   
 Manual Distractions: Actions that involve taking hands off the steering wheel, including tex-

ting, adjusting the radio, or eating.   
 Cognitive Distractions: Situations where the driver’s mind is not focused on driving, such as 

talking on the phone or daydreaming.   
 
All forms of distraction pose significant safety hazards, particularly for CDL drivers and those operat-
ing large vehicles, where the consequences of an accident can be catastrophic.  
  
Prevention Measures  
 
To mitigate the risks associated with distracted driving, CDL drivers and operators of large vehicles 
should adopt the following best practices:   
 
• Put Phones Away: Silence and store mobile devices out of reach before starting your journey. 

Consider using a phone mount if hands-free communication is necessary but ensure it does not 
obstruct your view.   

• Plan Every Trip: Before hitting the road, set up navigation systems and familiarize yourself with 
the route. This preparation minimizes the need for adjustments while driving.   

• Utilize In-Vehicle Technology: Take advantage of hands-free devices and voice-activated 
controls to manage short calls that can not wait. Remember, holding the phone may be the part 
that is outlawed but every study shows that it is the distracting conversation that is the real haz-
ard.   

• Avoid Multitasking: Refrain from engaging in other tasks while driving, such as eating, drink-
ing, or adjusting controls. Focus solely on the task of driving, especially when operating a large 
vehicle that requires more attention and space.   

• Stay Focused:  Limit conversations and distractions within the vehicle.  If you are traveling with 
passengers, encourage them to keep discussions brief and relevant to the journey.   

(Continued on page 21) 
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Fleet Safety: 

• Maintain Compliance: Adhere to company policies and legal regulations regarding distracted 
driving. Many companies have strict guidelines in place to ensure the safety of their drivers and 
the public.   

• Participate in Training: Engage in regular training sessions focused on safe driving practices 
and the dangers of distracted driving. Continuous education can reinforce the importance of 
staying alert and focused on the road.   

• Lead by Example: As a commercial driver, you are often seen as a role model on the road. 
Demonstrating safe driving habits can influence others and promote a culture of safety within 
your community.   

 
Distracted Driving Awareness Month serves as a crucial reminder of the dangers posed by distrac-
tions behind the wheel.  For CDL drivers and operators of large vehicles, the stakes are even higher.   
 
By implementing the recommended prevention measures, you can contribute to safer roads and 
help reduce the alarming statistics associated with distracted driving. Let’s commit to making every 
journey a safe one—both for ourselves and for those sharing the road with us.  
 

Sources:  April Is Distracted Driving Awareness Month | NHTSA https://www.nhtsa.gov/april-distracted-driving-awareness-month 

(Continued from page 20) 
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We’re on the Web ! 
www.aluca.org 

AUCA IS A MEMBER-DRIVEN, NEEDS       

FOCUSED TRADE ASSOCIATION CREATED 

SOLELY TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE 

UTILITY INDUSTRY IN THE STATE OF          

ALABAMA. 

Alabama Utility Contractors Association 

P.O. Box 383185 

Birmingham, AL 35238-3185 

Phone: 205-582-9436 

Fax: 205-582-9155 

E-mail: tim@aluca.org 

Please print out this newsletter to share with 

others in your company. And, if you are   

receiving this for the company owner,  

please print out a copy for him/her. 

@AlabamaUCA 

Let AUCA Be Your Source For All Your  

Training Needs 

Contact the Association Office for more information 


