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TIM AYERS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MAY 2025

Director’'s Comments:

The month of May was marked by significant political activity across
Alabama. The 2025 Alabama Legislative Session officially concluded

on Wednesday, May 14, with lawmakers adjourning sine die just be-
fore midnight on the 30th and final legislative day. A detailed legisla-
tive update is available on pages 11-14 of this newsletter.

Looking ahead, we're excited to resume our industry lunch meetings
this summer. These events will take us across the state, giving mem-
bers a chance to hear firsthand about recent legislative developments
and where we're headed as an industry.

In other political news, Alabama Public Service Commission President
Twinkle Cavanaugh has announced her resignation after more than
15 years of service. She will be taking on a new role as Alabama’s
State Director for Rural Development at the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Governor Will Ainsworth, who is term-limited,
made headlines by announcing he will not pursue a bid for Governor.
Instead, he plans to return to the private sector. His decision has al-
ready sparked a flurry of interest, with several candidates stepping
forward to vie for the soon-to-be-vacant Lieutenant Governor seat.

Adding to the political shakeup, U.S. Senator “Coach” Tommy Tuber-
ville has confirmed he will run for Governor of Alabama. His decision
not to seek re-election to the Senate sets the stage for a highly com-
petitive race to fill his seat in Washington. It remains to be seen
whether Tuberville will face challengers in the gubernatorial race.

Also this month, fundraising for the 2026 election cycle officially
kicked off. We've already been approached by candidates seeking
AUCA’s support. While it's still early for us to make endorsements,
AUCA will soon reestablish its PAC Committee. If you're interested in
serving on this committee and helping shape our legislative strategy,
we encourage you to reach out and get involved.

Timv
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Upcoming Meetings & Events:

AUCA Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, June 5, 2025

AUCTION COMPANY I N C.

cauIENENT KUETIONEENE Montgomery, AL

52nd Annual Summer Auction
“'JMW June 10 - 12, 2025

gaoas 3
|

A CGA REGIONAL PARTNER EVENT

The Lodge at Gulf State Park - Gulf Shores, AL
September 9 - September 11, 2025

==  AUCA 2025 Fall General Meeting s,
& Sporting Clay Shoot
Thursday, October 16, 2025
Lower Wetumpka Shotgun Sports Club
Montgomery, AL

AUCA Industry Lunch Meetings
Dates and Locations To Be Anhnounced
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https://www.jmwood.com/
https://alabama.damagepreventionsummit.com/

ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

DECATUR AREA
HIRING EVENT

FREE! NO COST FOR EMPLOYERS TO PARTICIPATE!

Who: Alabama Licensed Commercial or
Indusirial Consiruction Employers

What: Interview and Hire Potential Employees
Tor Your Open Positions

Date: JUNE 17, 2025

Location: CALHOUN COMMUNITY COLLEGE -
The Advanced Technology Center
6250 Highway 31 North
Tanner, Al. 35671

Time: 10:00 am 70 1:00 pm

Regisiration Link
or Scan QR Code

Register:

INTERVIEW AND HIRE ON THE SPOT!



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=b13dvvy81EaRjX-yEOV4l1-_dSHSEIVGp97lnG2GeU9UNU5YNjlCWVM4T0hGSTU3MUtUSFJCWjRKMi4u

. ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION
News & Notes:

In Memory of Philip Bartlett:

It is with heartfelt sorrow that we share the passing of Philip Bartlett on May
2nd at the age of 70.

Philip was a highly respected member of the utility contracting industry and
served on the AUCA Board of Directors in the 1990’s during a pivotal time in
the organization’s reestablishment. His commitment, leadership, and contribu-
tions left a lasting impact on all that knew or worked alongside him.

AUCA offers its deepest condolences to the Bartlett family and kindly asks that
you keep them in your thoughts and prayers.

Tragic Worksite Accident Claims Life of ULCS Employee, Injures Another
During Storm Recovery Efforts in Birmingham:

We are deeply saddened to share the news of a tragic accident involving AUCA member company
Utility Line Construction Services (ULCS). While performing storm-related powerline repairs in Bir-
mingham for Alabama Power on the morning of May 3rd, two ULCS workers were struck by a falling
tree.

Jeffrey Duffie, 57, of Daviston in Tallapoosa County, tragically lost his life, and 22-year-old Brady
Smith of Talladega sustained serious injuries.

Our hearts go out to the families of Mr. Duffie and Mr. Smith, as well as the entire ULCS team, dur-
ing this incredibly difficult time. We ask that you please keep them in your thoughts and prayers as
they navigate the aftermath of this heartbreaking incident.

In Memory of Brett Clark:

AUCA also offers heartfelt sympathy on the passing of Brett Clark on May 9th
at the age of 61. Brett was a longtime employee of Dunn Building Company in
Birmingham, a sister company to AUCA member Dunn Utility Products. Brett
was also the father of Bradford Abele, who works with AUCA member Stone
Equipment Company.

Brett truly loved the construction industry and was involved in many organiza-
tions such as the Associated General Contractors and the Associated Builders &
Contractors. He was also no stranger to the AUCA Golf Tournament.

~ Please also keep his family in your prayers as they navigate this time of loss.
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News & Notes:

OSHA:

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has extended its National Emphasis
Program on Outdoor and Indoor Heat-Related Hazards (NEP) to April 8, 2026. The NEP
was set to expire on April 8, 2025. This extension allows OSHA to continue its efforts in identifying
and addressing heat-related injuries and illnesses in workplaces.

The NEP enforcement initiative targets industries and workplaces — both indoor and outdoor —
where workers are at increased risk of heat-related illnesses. Targeted sectors include:

e manufacturing,

e wholesalers,

e restaurants,

e retail,

e bakeries,

e landscaping, and
e construction

OSHA launched the NEP in 2022 in response to rising rates of heat-related injuries and fatalities and
as part of a broader initiative to address the effects of climate change on worker safety. The NEP
directs OSHA compliance safety and health officers to proactively conduct inspections
and provide outreach to employers in high-risk industries, especially during warmer
months. OSHA says its review of the NEP determined the program was successful in identifying,
targeting, and providing outreach and compliance assistance to indoor and outdoor workplaces with
heat-related hazards. As a result of these efforts, OSHA says it helped protect nearly 1,400 employ-
ees from ongoing exposure to hazardous heat conditions.

The extension of the NEP reinforces OSHA’s long-term commitment to addressing heat hazards in
the workplace. Regional offices and OSHA-approved State Plan Programs will continue to conduct
programmed and unprogrammed inspections, with a particular emphasis on fatality inspections and
complaints or referrals that allege potential heat-related hazards. Under OSHA's directive, compli-
ance support and outreach efforts are also extended.

Employers should take this opportunity to review their workplace safety programs and
ensure they have a comprehensive heat iliness prevention program in place. The pro-
gram may include such measures as:

e Providing cool drinking water and shaded rest areas;

o Implementing an acclimatization plan for new or returning workers;

e Conducting regular training on recognizing and responding to heat stress symptoms;
e Monitoring environmental conditions; and

e Scheduling rest breaks during high heat periods.

Page 5



https://www.jacksonlewis.com/sites/default/files/2025-05/OSHA-NEP-Heat-CPL_03-00-024.pdf
https://www.jacksonlewis.com/sites/default/files/2025-05/OSHA-NEP-Heat-CPL_03-00-024.pdf

News & Notes:

ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

ADEM Director Lance LeFleur Announces Retirement Effective May 2025

Lance LeFleur, Director of the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM), will re-
tire effective May 1, 2025. His retirement plans were first publicly shared during the Alabama Envi-

ronmental Management Commission meeting held on December 13, 2024.

Appointed in May 2010, Mr. LeFleur has served as ADEM’s director for 15 years - making him the

longest-serving director in the agency’s history and one of the longest-tenured leaders of any state

environmental regulatory agency in the country.

Under his leadership, ADEM has continued its mission of protecting and improving Alabama’s envi-
ronment by administering key federal and state environmental laws, including the Clean Air Act,
Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, and regulations governing solid and hazardous waste

management.

ACCS NEW COURSE ANNOUNCEMENTS - IN DEVELOPMENT ACCS
TASK FORCE & SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS NEEDED ENTER

to help shape it.

Interested?

On the heels of National Work Zone Awareness Week, the ACCS
Innovation Center is proud to continue the focus on safer roads.
They are developing a new SFS Traffic Control Flagger course

and are seeking task force members and a subject matter expert

Complete the Task Force Interest Form or the Subject Matter Ex-

pert Interest Form to get involved!

Traffic Control Flagger

They are also expanding their paving industry series with a new
SFS Backhoe Operator course — designed to prepare Alabamians
for in-demand roles in construction and roadwork. They are cur-

rently seeking task force members and a subject matter expert to &= 48

help guide course development.
Interested?

Complete the SME Interest Form or the Task Force Interest Form
to join us in building Alabama’s workforce!

Page 6
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https://backhoeoperatortaskforce.my.canva.site/traffic-control-flagger-tf-needed
https://forms.monday.com/forms/09ad790fa65cb9e07bb9517f2c0e270b?r=use1
https://forms.monday.com/forms/09ad790fa65cb9e07bb9517f2c0e270b?r=use1
https://forms.monday.com/forms/9f4816d5f0fb675fcfacf71dcf9fc94f?r=use1
https://forms.monday.com/forms/3f3b65862ef96696ef012417d3104b83?r=use1

ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

News & Notes:

June is Trench Safety Month:

June 2025 has been declared “Trench Safety Month” by the National Utility Contractors Association.
This declaration of safety further highlights the association's innovative educational and safety pro-
gram, the “Trench Safety Stand Down"” week, that will held June 16-20, 2025.

PROTECT WORKERS
IN TRENCHES

Prevent trench
collapses and
save lives:

SLOPE or bench

trench walls,

SHORE trench walls

with supports, or

SHIELD trench

walls with trench boxes

OSHA

Occupational Safety
and Health Administration

Page 7



https://www.osha.gov/trenching-excavation
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SLOPEIT
800-321-OSHA (6742)

TRENCHING SAFETY

5 Things You Should
Know to Stay Safe

Ensure there’s a safe way
to enter and exit.

See 1926.651(c)

Trenches must have cave-in
protection.
See 1926.652(a)

Keep materials away from
the edge of the trench.

See 1926.651())

&

Y

Never enter a trench

unless it has been properly . N | :

inspected. p A = 3

See 1926.651(k) b = ‘ }
g \

| _

il

® Occupational
o WWW.OSHA.GOV/TRENCHING °* 800-321-OSHA (6742) « TTY 877-889-5627

Safety and Health
Administration
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3974.pdf
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Jobsite

CUSTOM-BUILT FOR ALABAMA'S CONSTRUCTION WORKFORCE

Your FREE Hiring Hub

Are you looking to connect with talent actively searching for opportunities
in Alabama’s construction industry?

The Go Build Alabama Job Board is a FREE job board designed specifically for
the commercial/industrial construction industry helping licensed employers
connect with motivated candidates. Easily post jobs, track applicants, apply
rankings and create applicant notes all from one convenient dashboard. Since
our launch last May, we’ve organically attracted 2,000+ career seekers eager
to work. Let’s build Alabama’s workforce together!

Why Join Now?

Ahead of an upcoming promotion, we want to ensure your company is listed
and ready to get in front of an increased number of career seekers. This is your
chance to maximize visibility and connect with skilled workers eager to join
your team.

How to Get Started:
» Visit jobs.gobuildalabama.com and click “Employers.”
e Register your company and confirm your email.
e Complete your profile and submit for approval.
e Once approved, start hiring!

Tips for Success:
e Be detailed - include job type, requirements, qualifications, location, and
pay expectations.
e Use the star rating system and notes to track and evaluate candidates.
e Login regularly to review applicants and manage leads.

To learn more, please contact the ACRI Team at 205-407-4115.



https://jobs.gobuildalabama.com/
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Let CICT Help Fund Your Craft

Training Program

ol (=

If you currently offer or would

like to provide craft training within the

commercial construction industry,

you're eligible to apply for grants from

the Alabama Construction Industry

Craft Training (CICT] Board. These

grants include funding far contrac-

tors’ in-house training pragrams.

In the fiscal year 2023, CICT awarded ~ : 2-TaskGrant

over $5 million, which helped fund i, *HpmL1000 . .
o + Short-term/seminar-type training.

training for more than 4,000 students

across 93 training programs.

Types of Grants:

Eligible Training Providers:

CICT grants are reimbursable grants + Alabama commercial construction
and applications may be submitted

at any time.

business, for-profit and not-for-

profit.

2-year and 4-year accredited

postsecondary institution

recognized by SACS.

+ K-12 education entity recognized
by the Alabama State Department
of Education.

+ Trade union.

Other related entities approved by

.

1. Craft/Apprenticeship Training Grant
+ Up to $100,000 per trade.
« Skills/craft tied to a specific trade.

.

the board.
ALABAMA I Go Build Alobama connects training programs awarded by CICT to
CONSTRUCTION career-seekers interested in the skilled trades. Together, Go Build
& INDUSTRY Alobama and CICT can help build a qualified workforce that meets
CRAFT TRAINING Alabama’s growing demand for skilled construction warkers.

s

O[3,
i

£Lon 2o H o ajerd g i
Apply for funding now at alcict.com &2

The mission of the Alabama Construction Recruitment Institute and the Go Build Alabama campaign is to recruit a new generation of skilled trades-
people for the commercial and industrial construction industry, by creating a recruitment campaign that dispels the misperceptions about working
in the trades, promates training programs, and enhances the image of the construction trade professional and the industry as a whale.
Page 10
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Alabama Legislative News:

The 2025 Alabama Legislative Session officially concluded on Wednesday, May 14, as lawmakers ad-
journed sine die shortly before midnight on the 30th and final legislative day. Under state law, the
Governor has ten days from adjournment to sign any bills passed in the last five days of the session.
If no action is taken within that window, the bills will be subject to pocket veto.

Governor Kay Ivey has signed several key measures into law, including HB320, now enacted as Act
2025-383. This legislation, which addresses public works advertising, represents a carefully negotiat-
ed compromise among the newspaper industry, public awarding authorities, and contractors gov-
erned by Title 39. While the law retains the requirement that bid invitations be published in newspa-
pers, it introduces new liability protections for both newspapers and awarding authorities when ad-
vertising errors occur—provided the bid solicitation is also reported to the Alabama Department of
Finance. The act also establishes alternative publication methods, creating a legal “safe harbor” that
ensures contracts can still be awarded if newspaper publication fails. To support longer-term re-
forms, the legislation creates a study commission tasked with developing recommendations for a
centralized online platform, to be managed by the Department of Finance, for posting bid solicita-
tions. This legislative effort was led by the Alabama Road Builders Association and is part of a
broader push to modernize and streamline public procurement processes across the state.

Governor Ivey also signed into law the full “Powering Growth” legislative package—a sweeping,
three-bill initiative aimed at reinforcing Alabama'’s leadership in energy infrastructure and accelerat-
ing statewide economic development. The package includes the creation of the Alabama Energy In-
frastructure Bank, a strategic tool for financing energy and industrial projects. It also outlines plans
to address lengthy equipment lead times in the energy sector and streamlines permitting processes,
aligning state procedures with recent federal initiatives to support large-scale development. Togeth-
er, these measures are designed to boost competitiveness, safeguard supply chains, and attract new
industrial investment to Alabama.

Not all priority legislation advanced to final passage. HB443, which sought to extend Alabama’s Un-
derground Damage Prevention Program, stalled in the Senate after failing to receive a third reading
and ultimately did not pass. The bill aimed to push the current sunset date for mandatory participa-
tion in the state’s One-Call Notification System from the end of 2026 to January 1, 2035—a change
considered vital to ensuring continued utility safety and preventing damage to underground infra-
structure. Although the existing membership requirement remains in effect through 2026, reviving
and passing this extension will be a top priority in the 2026 Alabama Legislative Session.

In addition, related efforts to update the broader One-Call Law to address issues such as large pro-
ject notifications, white lining, and hand digging did not advance and are expected to return in
2026. Likewise, legislation to allow the use of Alternative Delivery Methods (ADM) for public works
projects failed to move forward. This proposal aimed to provide state and local governments with
greater flexibility in how they procure and deliver construction projects, beyond the traditional de-
sign-bid-build model. Stakeholders plan to continue refining this ADM legislation in preparation for
reintroduction next year.

During the 2025 Regular Session, the Alabama Legislature introduced a total of 968 bills, with 621 in

Continued on page 12
Page 11 ( pag )
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Alabama Legislative News:

(Continued from page 11)

the House and 347 in the Senate. Barring a special session called by the Governor, lawmakers will
next convene in Montgomery for the 2026 Regular Session on Tuesday, January 13, 2026.

Bills of Interest Signed Into Law:

Act #2025-64 - Critical Infrastructure Facilities (SB54/HB290)

Relating to crimes and offenses; to amend Section 13A-7-4.3, Code of Alabama 1975, as last
amended by Act 2024-395, 2024 Regular Session, and Sections 13A-7-25 and 13A-7-26, Code of Al-
abama 1975, to further provide for the definition of "critical infrastructure facility;" to further provide
for the crime of unauthorized entry of a critical infrastructure facility; and to further provide for the
crimes of criminal tampering in the first and second degrees.

Act #2025-84 - Construction Related Transaction Taxes (HB243)

Relating to taxation; to unabate a portion of the abated amounts of the state's noneducational ad
valorem tax and state construction related transaction tax; to create the Alabama Development
Fund to be administered by the Department of Commerce; and to provide for the sharing of abate-
ment information between the Department of Revenue and the Department of Commerce.

Act #2025-106 - Privately Owned Sewer and Wastewater Systems (HB140/SB137)
Relating to privately owned sewer and wastewater systems; to authorize and provide a procedure
for certain private sewer or wastewater systems not subject to regulation of the Public Service Com-
mission to elect to consolidate with certain private systems that are currently under the jurisdiction
of the Public Service Commission.

Act #2025-115 - Sunset Law for the Alabama Onsite Wastewater Board (HB112)
Relating to the Alabama Sunset Law; to continue the existence and functioning of the Alabama On-
site Wastewater Board until October 1, 2029.

Act #2025-128 - Enhance Elmore Fund (HB369)

Relating to EImore County; to levy a county sales and use tax and provide for the calculation of the
rate; to provide for the distribution of the proceeds collected from the tax; to create the Enhance
Elmore Fund; and to provide for the allocation of monies deposited into the fund.

Act #2025-129 - Enhance Elmore Fund (HB371)

Relating to EImore County; to levy a county sales and use tax and provide for the calculation of the
rate; to provide for the distribution of the proceeds collected from the tax; to create the Enhance
Elmore Fund; and to provide for the allocation of monies deposited into the fund.

Act #2025-159 - Sunset Law for the Alabama Board of Electrical Contractors (HB115)
Relating to the Alabama Sunset Law; to continue the existence and functioning of the Alabama
Board of Electrical Contractors until October 1, 2026.

Act #2025-297 - Municipal Water Works Boards (SB330)
Relating to municipal water works boards; to amend Section 11-50-300, Code of Alabama 1975; to

(Continued on page 13)
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Alabama Legislative News:

(Continued from page 12)

add Sections 11-50-300.01, 11-50-300.02, 11-50-300.03, 11-50-300.04, 11-50-300.05, 11-50-
300.06, 11-50-300.07, 11-50-300.08, 11-50-300.09, and 11-50-300.10 to the Code of Alabama
1975; to further provide for the composition, manner of appointment, and length of terms of mem-
bers of certain municipal water works boards; to provide qualifications for and place limits on the
employment of board members; to provide for conversion of these boards to regional boards; to fur-
ther provide for these boards to amend their articles of incorporation; to subject these boards to the
ethics laws of Alabama and require training on the subject; to provide duties and unlawful actions of
these boards; to require a consulting engineer be retained by a board; to require these boards to
produce certain financial and statistical records; and to repeal Sections 11-50-301, 11-50-302, 11-50
-303, and 11-50-304, Code of Alabama 1975, relating to certain municipal water works boards.

Act #2025-361 - Lee County Engineer (SB308)

Relating to Lee County; to amend Sections 45-41-130, 45-41-130.01, 45-41-130.02, and 45-41-
130.03, Code of Alabama 1975, to further provide for the functions, duties, and responsibilities of
the county engineer and county commission.

Act #2025-383 - Advertising for Title 39 Public Works Contracts (SB149/HB320)

Relating to contracts for public works; to amend Section 39-2-2, Code of Alabama 1975, to further
provide for the requirement to publish public notice of the contract; and to provide for the liability of
an advertiser of a public notice.

Act #2025-389 - Energy Permitting Bill (SB311)

Relating to public highways; to amend Section 23-1-4, Code of Alabama 1975, to further provide for
the issuance of a permit for access to certain state rights-of-way on public highways; to provide cer-
tain permit processing deadlines; to authorize associated condemnation actions to be expedited; and
to require the Department of Transportation to adopt rules.

Act #2025-391 - Energy Funding Bill (§B313)

Relating to the Alabama 21st Century Authority; to amend Section 41-10-629, Code of Alabama
1975, establishing the Alabama 21st Century Fund; to allow funds not needed to pay debt service
on bonds of the authority to be used by the State Industrial Development Authority for any of the
Alabama Energy Infrastructure Bank's authorized purposes; to transfer fifty million dollars
($50,000,000) from the Alabama 21st Century Fund to the Alabama Energy Infrastructure Bank for
the Strategic Energy Infrastructure Development Fund, and for any of its authorized purposes; to
transfer ten million dollars ($10,000,000) from the Alabama 21st Century Fund to the Alabama In-
centives Financing Authority to pay for certain project and project costs; and to make this act con-
tingent upon enactment of legislation during the 2025 Regular Session, or other special session of
the Legislature, creating the Alabama Energy Infrastructure Bank and the Strategic Energy Infra-
structure Development Fund within the State Industrial Development Authority.

Act #2025-394 - Powering Growth Act (SB304)

Relating to energy infrastructure; to add Article 2E, Chapter 10, Title 41, commencing with Section
41-10-48.01, to the Code of Alabama 1975; to enact the Powering Growth Act; to establish the Ala-
bama Energy Infrastructure Bank as a division within the State Industrial Development Authority for
the purpose of selecting and assisting in the financing of qualified energy infrastructure projects

(Continued on page 14)
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Alabama Legislative News:

(Continued from page 13)

necessary to meet the energy demands of economic development and industrial recruitment pro-
jects throughout the State of Alabama; to provide for the sources of capitalization and liability of the
bank; to provide procedures for the issuance of loans to electric providers; to authorize the bank to
issue bonds under certain conditions, secured by various revenue sources made available to the
bank; to establish the Strategic Energy Infrastructure Development Fund within the State Treasury
under the State Industrial Development Authority and provide for its funding; to authorize the State
Industrial Development Authority to use the fund to purchase or otherwise obtain long lead-time en-
ergy infrastructure equipment and support for industrial site needs throughout the state; to estab-
lish a process to sell and distribute equipment procured by the fund; and to require the authority to
submit an annual report to the Governor and Legislature regarding the activities of the bank and use
of the strategic development fund.

Act #2025-396 - Gas Utilities (SB271)

Relating to municipalities; to amend Section 11-49-1, Code of Alabama 1975, to prohibit municipali-
ties from imposing certain fees or charges on natural or manufactured gas utilities in connection
with the granting of consent to use public streets and places; and to make nonsubstantive, technical
revisions to update the existing code language to current style.

Act #2025-440 - Marion County Public Water Authority (HB495)
Relating to Marion County; to amend Section 45-47-250.04, Code of Alabama 1975, to further pro-
vide for the board of directors of the Marion County Public Water Authority.

* * * * *
MEMORIAL DAY

REMEMBER & HONOR

Page 14
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report
From Kyle England - Chairman CWCC

CWCC Statement on Massive Cuts to Water Infrastructure Funding in
FY2026 EPA Budget Request

Clean Water Construction Coalition (CWCC) Chair Kyle England issued the following statement on
the White House's FY2026 budget request for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which
proposes drastic cuts to water infrastructure funding.

“On May 2, 2025, The White House released its Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Request, outlining recom-
mended spending levels for programs across the federal government. The budget proposes a 55
percent reduction in annual spending for the EPA, with a significant portion of those cuts coming out
of critical water infrastructure financing programs that states, water utilities, and the American peo-
ple rely on to keep water services safe, reliable, and affordable.”

“The Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving Funds (SRFs) are the primary mechanism for
federal water infrastructure investment. Through these programs, the EPA makes capitalization
grants to states, which then provide low-interest loans for water infrastructure projects. These loans
revolve at the state level, ensuring that local water utilities have access to affordable financing. The
programs are a tried-and-true model of cooperative federalism and have been the driver for getting
necessary projects financed and executed for several decades.”

“Despite this success, the proposed budget for the EPA recommends cutting the SRFs by nearly 90
percent. These drastic cuts are out of step with the growing level of need for water infrastructure
investment — projected by the EPA to be greater than $1.2 trillion over the next twenty years. If en-
acted, these cuts will erode the SRF programs and harm communities by making it harder to obtain
financing for necessary projects that improve public health, protect the environment, and boost eco-
nomic development.”

“"Recent investments from the Infrastructure, Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA) were a strong step for-
ward in adequately funding water infrastructure, but communities simply cannot afford to go back-
ward on this progress. CWCC welcomes the opportunity to work with the Trump Administration and
the Congress to ensure water infrastructure funding is protected and maintained in FY2026 and be-
yond.”

The Clean Water Construction Coalition (CWCC) is a nationwide organization of infrastructure con-
struction associations joined together to advocate for the improvement of water and wastewater in-
frastructure through federal legisiation and initiatives. Formed in 2005, the CWCC is comprised of
associations representing 20 states and approximately 11,000 member firms.

cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org
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Health & Safety:

Provided by Marsh McLennan Agency - Southeast Risk Control Services

OSHA Training Toolbox Talk:
Personal Protective Equipment — Eye Protection
[Reference 1910.133 / 1926.102]

Think of some excuse you have used (or heard others use) for not wearing your eye protection:
they are not comfortable; they are dirty; they fogged up, you were going to be doing a hazardous
task for just a few seconds and did not want to stop and put themon . ..

While you may think some or all of these excuses sound like good reasons for not wearing your
safety glasses or goggles at work, consider what could happen if an accident occurred and injured
one or both of your eyes. Is it worth risking injury, or even blindness, for any one of those reasons?
Absolutely not!

OSHA's standards for eye protection are intended to help prevent accidents that can lead to serious
injuries, up to including blindness, caused by a variety of hazards. These hazards include flying par-
ticles (such as those present when cutting, chipping, drilling, grinding, brushing, and blowing with
compressed air), molten metal (torch cutting, welding, brazing), liquid chemicals (mixing, cleaning,
measuring), acids or caustic liquids (applying cleaners, filling batteries), chemical gases or vapors
(cleaning, mixing, spraying, heating), or potentially injurious light radiation (welding, cutting, braz-
ing, lasers).

Here are some of the major requirements of the OSHA standards for eye and face protection that
help protect you and me:

» All eye and face protection devices, such as safety glasses, goggles, and face shields must be
marked that they meet or exceed the test requirements of ANSI Z87.1-1989. The marking is typ-
ically located somewhere on the frame of the glasses or goggles.

» Safety glasses used to protect workers from flying objects must also have side protectors built
into the design, or attachable side shields that meet the above referenced ANSI standard, to pre-
vent objects and particles from injuring your eyes from the sides. Flimsy “slide-on” side shields
are not acceptable substitutes.

» Workers needing corrective lenses must either wear approved safety glasses with prescription
lenses and frames that meet or exceed the above-referenced ANSI standard, or wear approved
goggles designed to be worn over their regular prescription glasses that meet the ANSI standard.

If you are unsure whether or not your safety glasses or goggles are the proper type, or if they are

ever damaged or lost, please report to your supervisor at once so we can take appropriate action
where needed. Because, you could be injured, or even lose your sight, in the blink of an eye!
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ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

Alabama Utility Contractors Association AUCA /S A MEMBER'DR/ VE/V, NEEDS

P.O. Box 383185

Birmingham. AL 35238.3185 FOCUSED TRADE ASSOCIATION CREATED
Phone: 205-582-9436 SOLELY TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE
e UTILITY INDUSTRY IN THE STATE OF
ALABAMA.
We're onthe Weh! Please print out this newsletter to share with
www.aluca.org others in your company. And, if you are

receiving this for the company owner,
please print out a copy for him/her.

Let AUCA Be Your Source For All Your
Training Needs
Contact the Association Office for more information

@AlabamaUCA

Page 17



