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Earlier this month, our industry was saddened by the tragic loss of 
two workers and the serious injury of another in an accident while 
working on a sewer project for the Mobile Area Water & Sewer Sys-
tem (MAWSS). Our thoughts remain with the families, friends, and 
colleagues affected by this heartbreaking event. This tragedy serves 
as a sobering reminder of the risks faced on utility jobsites every day 
and the absolute necessity of keeping safety at the forefront of every-
thing we do. 
 
Safety is not a one-time effort, but rather a continual process that re-
quires attention, awareness, and reinforcement for every worker, re-
gardless of their role or experience. Seasoned employees may at 
times rely on habit, while newer employees may not yet be fully fa-
miliar with all potential hazards. Regular training, discussions, and re-
freshers help ensure that everyone stays alert to risks and prepared 
to respond to dangerous situations before they escalate.  
 
As contractors, leaders, and co-workers, it is our responsibility to en-
sure that training doesn’t end after orientation. Toolbox talks, hands-
on demonstrations, and refreshers on OSHA standards and company-
specific procedures all play a vital role in protecting lives. Investing in 
training is an investment in the well-being of our teams. 
 
As Labor Day approaches, we are reminded that this holiday was cre-
ated to recognize the contributions of hardworking men and women 
who built and continue to sustain our country. In our industry, honor-
ing that legacy means more than just celebrating with a barbecue 
cookout or watching college football. It means ensuring today’s work-
force has the training, resources, and support they need to work pro-
ductively and, most importantly, return home safely each day.  
 
By recommitting ourselves to strong safety practices and to a culture 
of continuous learning, we not only honor those we have lost but also 
uphold the value and well-being of every worker in our industry. 
 

       Tim  

Director’s Comments:  
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 

AUCA 2025 Fall General Meeting  
& Sporting Clay Shoot 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 
Lower Wetumpka Shotgun Sports Club 

Montgomery, AL 

AUCA Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, September 11, 2025 

AUCA Industry Lunch Meetings 
Dates and Locations To Be Announced 

The Lodge at Gulf State Park - Gulf Shores, AL 
September 9 - September 11, 2025 

AUCA 2026 Spring General Meeting, 
Golf Tournament and Shrimp & Crawfish Boil 

Thursday, April 23, 2026 
Arrowhead Country Club 

Montgomery, AL 

https://alabama.damagepreventionsummit.com/
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AUCA Fall General Meeting & Sporting Clay Shoot 

Currently Registered Event Sponsors: 
(Additional sponsorship opportunities available - deadline is October 9th) 

Gold Sponsors (to Date): 

Silver Sponsors (to Date): 

Bronze Sponsors (to Date):  

Drink & Refreshment Sponsors (to Date):  
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https://www.alabamastormwater.org/clear-water-alabama
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https://eng.auburn.edu/atap/workshops-webinars/events/2025-09-flagger.html
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Litigation Consequences of a Catastrophic Incident 
 
Date: October 10, 2025 
Time: Registration/Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. Seminar from 9:00 a.m.– 11:00 a.m.  
Options: Virtual and In-Person (in-person limited to 50 participants) 
 
Register Now! 
 
Location for In-Person: 
University of Alabama 
University Hall, Room 1311 
275 Kilgore Lane 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
 
Cost: Free 
 
CEUs .2 
 
Seminar Description: 
Businesses frequently have catastrophic incidents that severely impact the company.  These cata-
strophic incidents could be an employee fatality or severe injury, a chemical release, fire, or struc-
tural failure, a transit incident on the roadway, or other incident.  While you might think primarily 
about OSHA in such cases, your business risk can quickly expand into other areas such as workers’ 
comp, wrongful death, potential environmental claims, proper security, and media relations. This 
seminar is designed to help your company understand the potential litigation that could result from 
the incident.  Insights into how to be better prepared to deal with the consequences of an employ-
ment accident.  
 
Speaker Bio 
Bruce H. Henderson is a partner with Phelps, Jenkins, Gibson & Fowler in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  He 
is a graduate of the University of Memphis School of Law and Rhodes College.  He has practiced la-
bor and employment representing management for over 40 years.  He is recognized by American 
Lawyer as a “Top Rated Lawyer in Labor & Employment” since 2013, and a Super Lawyer in his field 
since 2024. His practice areas are employment litigation, labor and employment law, business litiga-
tion, and alternative dispute resolution.  He has successfully defended these issues across the Unit-
ed States.  He is involved with many civic organizations, including the Rotary Club, Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters, the Chamber of Commerce, and the United Way.  He is a frequent speaker on legal top-
ics to professional associations and conferences.  
  
Questions 
For more information about this seminar, please contact Randy Easterling at 205-348-8567 
or Randy.Easterling@ua.edu. 

https://alabamasafestate.ua.edu/
https://alabama.assp.org/events/alabama-chapter-october-25-meeting/
mailto:Randy.Easterling@ua.edu?subject=Litigation%20Consequences%20of%20a%20Catastrophic%20Incident
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AUCA PAC Fundraising Raffle:  
 

Tickets will soon be distributed to AUCA member companies for the annual AUCA PAC Raffle. All 
money raised from the raffle will go towards the AUCA PAC Fund to help support our continued Leg-
islative efforts in Montgomery and Washington. This year we will once again be raffling two great 
prizes that anyone can use - CASH: 
 
• $1,000 Cash - Prize  #1 
• $500 Cash - Prize #2 
 
Tickets will be $10 each, and will allow the purchaser two (2) chances to win. The drawing will be 
held at our October 16th Fall General Meeting / Sporting Clay Shoot in Montgomery. You do not 
have to be present at the event to win. 

Construction Suicide Prevention Week — September 8-12, 2025: 
 

It is important to recognize that work-related stress can have a severe impact on mental health and, 
without proper support, can lead to suicide. 
 
Worker suicides are particularly concerning for the construction industry. The suicide rate for con-
struction workers is four times higher than in the general population, largely due to work-related 
stresses such as seasonal work, demanding schedules and workplace injuries. 
 
September 8-12 is Construction Suicide Prevention Week when events will be held nationwide to 
raise awareness about the unique challenges construction workers face and what we can do to help 
safeguard their mental health and lives. Additional information and resources can found at the fol-
lowing link: https://constructionsuicideprevention.com/. 

AUCA 2026 Board of Directors Nominations: 
 

AUCA is soliciting the membership for candidates to serve on the 2026 AUCA Board of Directors. If 
you have someone in mind that you think would be an asset on the AUCA Board, please email us by 
August 31st to recommend them to the AUCA Nominating Committee. If you are interested in serv-
ing yourself, please feel free to list your name as well. 

Nomination Forms are available in this Newsletter, and have also been sent out electronically to all 
member companies. The Nominating Committee will review the nomination forms of those desiring 
to serve on the 2026 Board at the September 11th AUCA Board Meeting. The proposed slate of 
nominees will be announced to the membership and the candidates will be voted on by the mem-
bers in attendance at the October 16th Fall General Meeting in Montgomery. 

https://constructionsuicideprevention.com/
https://constructionsuicideprevention.com/
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In Memory of Ramona Andrews: 
 

AUCA extends condolences to the family and friends of Ramona Andrews who died peacefully on 
August 4, 2025, in Tuscaloosa.  
 
Ramona was the President of RaCON, Inc. of Tuscaloosa for more than 30 years. She, along with 
her husband Benton and son Keith, formed RaCON, and it grew to be one of the leading civil con-
struction firms in Alabama. RaCON employed hundreds of people and built roads, bridges, and build-
ing sites all across the Southeast. 
 
Keith continues her legacy in our industry as the owner of AUCA member company IKAROS, LLC. 
Please keep Keith and his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

In Memory of Tom Tate: 
 

We are saddened to report the news of the passing of Tom Tate from Warrior Tractor and Equip-
ment Company in Birmingham. Tom passed away on August 8, 2025 after a brief and courageous 
battle with cancer. 
 
For more than 48 years, Tom dedicated himself to the heavy equipment industry, demonstrating 
passion, professionalism, and unwavering commitment to his clients and colleagues. His integrity 
and hard work earned the respect and trust of many, culminating in his distinguished service as 
Sales Manager with Warrior Tractor and Equipment Company, a role he faithfully held until his pass-
ing 
 
AUCA sends our heartfelt condolences to the Tate family and our friends at Warrior Tractor. We ask 
that you keep them in your thoughts and prayers during this time of sorrow. 
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Alabama Damage Prevention Legislative Committee Meeting – Large Pro-
ject Focus: 
 

On Thursday, August 14, 2025, stakeholders met 
via teleconference to discuss ongoing improvements 
to the Alabama Underground Damage Prevention 
Law, with a focus on developing a process for man-
aging large projects. 
 
Annette Bowman from Alabama 811 opened the discussion by providing background on the work 
previously conducted by the Alabama Damage Prevention Alliance (ADPA), including three pilot pro-
jects that tested a large project process: a road construction project, a survey/design project, and a 
cast iron replacement project. Lessons learned from each pilot were reviewed. 
 
The group then examined the 2025 draft definition and section related to large projects, including 
the intent behind its inclusion in the revised legislation. Key discussion points included: 
 
• Consecutive Work Crews – The need to define what qualifies as consecutive crews and how this 

affects excavation projects and locate requests in a designated area. 
 
• 811 Center Initiation – Clarifying that the large project process should begin through the 811 

center, with reference to recent rule changes in Georgia and revised law in South Carolina. This 
would also specify who is responsible for notification and facilitation. 

 
• Notice Requirements – Providing a more detailed explanation of the five working day notice peri-

od for scheduling a large project meeting. 
 
• Facility Owner Authority – Allowing facility owners to require the use of the large project process 

when routine locate requests meet large project criteria. 
 
• Multiple Contractors – Addressing how large projects bid out to more than one general contrac-

tor should be handled. 
 
Participants will continue reviewing the draft and may submit additional comments. These com-
ments will be provided to the legislative subcommittee currently working on the 2025 draft. A re-
vised version will then be presented to the full legislative committee. 
 
Follow-up meetings will be scheduled to continue refining the draft in preparation for pre-filing 
ahead of the 2026 Legislative Session. 
 
For those interested in joining future discussions on this important issue, please contact the AUCA 
office. 
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https://alcict.com/


 

 

Safety Alert: Labor Day Driving for Fleet Vehicles 
 

As the Labor Day holiday approaches, increased travel and road activity can pose additional risks for 
fleet vehicle operators. To ensure the safety of your drivers and the integrity of your fleet, please 
adhere to the following safety guidelines: 
 
• Pre-Trip Vehicle Inspections 
• Driver Fatigue Management 
• Safe Driving Practices 
• Designate a Sober Driver 
• Route Planning 
• Emergency Preparedness 
• Communications 
• Weather Awareness 
• Load Security 
• Post-trip Checks 
 
Let’s examine the importance of the Pre-Trip Vehicle Inspection. The Fleet Manager/Driver wants to 
ensure all fleet vehicles undergo a thorough inspection before departure. Check tires, brakes, lights, 
fluid levels, and safety equipment.  Why this is important: 
 
Increased Travel Volume: Labor Day often sees a surge in vehicle traffic as people travel for holi-
days, vacations, or gatherings. Ensuring vehicles are in optimal condition helps prevent breakdowns 
that could cause delays or accidents in busy traffic. 
 

Longer Distances: Many trips during Labor Day involve extended driving hours. Pre-trip inspec-
tions help identify and address potential issues that could worsen over long distances, such as worn 
tires or low fluid levels. 
 

Safety and Reliability: Proper inspections reduce the risk of mechanical failures that could lead to 
accidents, injuries, or roadside emergencies, ensuring drivers and passengers arrive safely. 
Cost Savings: Detecting minor issues early can prevent costly repairs or breakdowns during travel, 
saving time and money. 
 

Compliance and Liability: Regular pre-trip checks help ensure compliance with safety regulations 
and reduce liability for fleet operators by demonstrating proactive maintenance. 
 

Peace of Mind: Knowing that vehicles are thoroughly inspected provides drivers with confidence 
and peace of mind, allowing them to focus on safe driving rather than mechanical concerns. 
 
Safety is a shared responsibility. For any safety concerns or incidents, report immediately to your 
fleet safety coordinator or management team. 
 
Drive safely and have a secure and enjoyable Labor Day holiday! 

ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 

Fleet Safety: 
  Provided by Marsh McLennan Agency - Southeast Risk Control Services 
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3789.pdf
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3789.pdf
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3974.pdf
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 
From Kyle England - Chairman CWCC & Mae Stevens - Banner Public Affairs 

Congress  
 
FY 2026 Appropriations  
The House and Senate made significant progress on spending bills for FY2026, introducing legisla-
tion and holding committee markups on several of the 12 spending bills that set funding levels for 
federal agencies and programs. Notably, both chambers have released text and held committee 
meetings for the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies bill, which covers funding levels for 
the water infrastructure programs of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  
 
The House Interior-Environment bill was reported favorably out of committee on July 22 via a party-
line vote of 33-28. The House bill makes a collective 24 percent cut to the Clean Water and Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) programs, while cutting overall funding to the EPA by 23 percent. 
In committee meetings on the bill, Republicans defended the bill’s focus on energy infrastructure 
and fiscal discipline, Democrats raised repeated concerns over significant cuts to water infrastruc-
ture programs.  
 
The Senate Interior-Environment bill was reported favorably out of committee on July 24 with a bi-
partisan vote of 26-2. The bill maintains flat funding for core water infrastructure programs, includ-
ing the SRFs, while cutting overall EPA funding by a smaller amount than the House bill. While Dem-
ocrats raised concerns that these cuts could harm water quality and public health, members of both 
parties praised the bipartisan appropriations process and believed that the bill represented a fair 
compromise.  
 
The House bill includes roughly $1 billion (50% of overall SRF funding) for water infrastructure ear-
mark projects, while the Senate bill includes roughly $600 million (22% of overall SRF funding) for 
earmarks. Earmark project funding is reduced from the overall SRF appropriations before funds are 
sent to states based on the EPA’s state allotment formulas.  
 
Both bills represent a firm rejection of the FY26 President’s Budget Request proposal for the EPA to 
cut SRF funding by nearly 90%. The Senate bill’s inclusion of flat funding for the SRF programs is a 
major win for the sector. Banner and CWCC will work together with other water sector organizations 
to advocate strongly for the Senate’s provisions to be carried in a final FY26 appropriations agree-
ment.  
 
Further consideration of spending bills will come after Labor Day, when the chambers return from 
their August recess. Given the lack of progress on several remaining appropriations bills and the 
large gap between House and Senate funding levels, a continuing resolution to avoid a September 
30 government shutdown is considered all but certain at this time.  
 
Reconciliation  
In early July, Congress finalized passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) on a party-line 
vote and President Trump signed the bill on July 4. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office es-

 
 

(Continued on page 19) Page 18 
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timates that OBBBA will increase the deficit by $3.4 trillion over the next ten years due to the com-
bined effects in the bill of a $1.1 trillion decrease in spending and a $4.5 trillion decrease in reve-
nues.  
 
While the bill does not include any direct provisions on CWCC’s main priorities, some of the largest 
changes in the bill include: 
  
1. A permanent extension of the 2017 tax cuts; 
2. New allowable tax deductions on tips, overtime, and senior expenses; 
3. A slower phase out of the clean energy tax credits (later accelerated by President Trump’s Exec-

utive Order, see below); 
4. Medicaid work requirements beginning in 2027 alongside cuts to Affordable Care Act expansion 

incentives; 
5. Over $200 billion for border enforcement, DOJ, ICE, shipbuilding, and arms manufacturing; and  
6. Requiring states to pay additional SNAP administrative costs and benefit costs depending on er-

ror rates.  
 
Republicans on the Hill have indicated interest in pursuing a second reconciliation bill this fall to pur-
sue provisions that were stripped from OBBBA, including additional Medicaid cuts, federal workforce 
reforms, and additional rollbacks or modifications to clean energy tax credits. It is too early to tell 
whether a package of this nature would have strong momentum in either chamber, but Banner is 
tracking closely for developments.  
 
Permitting Legislation  
On July 25, House Natural Resources Committee Chair Bruce Westerman (R-AR-04) and Rep. Jared 
Golden (D-ME-02) introduced a bipartisan bill to overhaul the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and expedite project permitting reviews. Their “Standardizing Permitting and Expediting Eco-
nomic Development (SPEED) Act” would limit the scope on environmental reviews, establish a two-
year time limit on conducting Environmental Impact Statements, preclude agencies from evaluating 
impacts outside of the immediate causal result of the proposed action, and limit judicial challenges 
against projects, among other actions. Rep. Jared Huffman (D-CA-02), top Democrat on the Natural 
Resources Committee, has already spoken out against the proposed bill.  
 
On the Senate side, Environment and Public Works Committee leaders Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (R
-WV) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) have commented publicly that they are willing to work togeth-
er on permitting reform legislation. Likely, the Senate will take up consideration of legislation that 
the House moves forward in the coming months. Banner is closely reviewing the House proposal 
and timelines for further action in both chambers.  
 
Reauthorization of the IIJA  
The five-year authorizations and direct appropriations for water infrastructure passed under the 

(Continued from page 18) 
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2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) are set to run out after FY26. Accordingly, the 
House and Senate committees of jurisdiction for water infrastructure issues are beginning to consid-
er how they will advance legislation to reauthorize these programs.  
 
In discussions with key House and Senate staffers, Banner has gathered that committees may begin 
the process of fielding member of Congress and stakeholder requests as soon as September. Banner 
is working with CWCC to prepare for this process to kick off, holding discussions with Hill staff and 
water sector organizations to identify shared objectives and advocacy strategies that can be under-
taken to pursue them.  
 
Banner has published a report on the water infrastructure funding cliff that we will see if Congress 
does not act to provide additional funding beyond FY26. This upcoming legislation is a potential ve-
hicle for Congress to consider additional funding, as well as to make any changes to the mecha-
nisms for implementing funding.  
 

White House and Executive Branch  
 
EPA Water Contaminant Rulemakings  
The new political leadership at EPA has been grappling over how to best address major drinking wa-
ter contaminant rulemakings finalized in the last year of the Biden Administration – the Lead and 
Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI) and the establishment of a National Primary Drinking Water Reg-
ulation (NPDWR) for certain PFAS chemicals.  
 
On PFAS, Administrator Lee Zeldin made an announcement in May 2025 that indicated EPA will con-
tinue to pursue strict regulations for PFAS, albeit with some changes to the Biden-era rule. For two 
contaminants, PFOA and PFOS, regulations will move forward, but with delayed compliance dead-
lines, establishment of a new federal exemption framework, and initiation of enhanced outreach to 
water systems through a new PFAS OUT Initiative. These changes are expected to be formalized in 
a new rulemaking process announced in draft form this fall or winter and finalized in 2026.  
 
In the meantime, a lawsuit filed by drinking water utility trade associations contesting the basis of 
the rulemaking will move forward. After several pauses in the litigation, the EPA is now moving for-
ward in its defense of the rule. Court actions announced in late July indicate that a briefing schedule 
for future actions in the case will be developed in August.  
 
On lead, like the PFAS rulemaking, the EPA is expected to make an announcement in summer 2025 
on the new political leadership’s approach towards implementing or making changes to the LCRI. 
The LCRI is similarly under legal challenge from water utility groups, and the EPA has requested 
several ongoing pauses in this litigation. Banner is tracking closely for future announcements on 
both rules and will keep CWCC up to date on potential impacts.  
 

(Continued from page 19) 
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Clean Energy Tax Credit Executive Order  
On July 7, President Trump issued an executive order directing the Treasury Department to termi-
nate certain clean energy tax credits that had been preserved under the reconciliation bill passed 
the preceding week, the OBBBA. House and Senate Republicans had fought over whether to axe the 
credits in their reconciliation bill and had agreed on a slower phaseout of the credits as a compro-
mise. The Trump order accelerates that timeline and requires Treasury and the Department of the 
Interior to submit a plan within 45 days for the accelerated phaseout.  
 
Most of the credits that would be curtailed under the action are eligible for water utilities to leverage 
for the installation of solar panels or other energy sources when making broader facility upgrades.  
 

Resources  
 

Updated Water Funding Fact Sheets  
Banner has updated its fact sheet on proposed FY26 appropriations to include the SRF amounts for 
each state under both the House and Senate appropriations bills. This fact sheet, along with all our 
previous fact sheets detailing water infrastructure funding timelines, the impending water federal 
funding cliff, and the impacts of the proposed cuts in the FY26 President’s Budget are available at: 
www.bannerpublicaffairs.com/resources/water-infrastructure-funding-by-the-numbers  

(Continued from page 20) 
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https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/6075efd94bf3ee2bc0024798/6840a7a8e2733b53303ae2b7_AL BIL Water Infrastructure Fact Sheet V2.1.pdf
https://www.cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org/
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https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/6075efd94bf3ee2bc0024798/6840a7a8e2733b53303ae2b7_AL BIL Water Infrastructure Fact Sheet V2.1.pdf
https://www.cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org/
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We’re on the Web ! 
www.aluca.org 

AUCA IS A MEMBER-DRIVEN, NEEDS       

FOCUSED TRADE ASSOCIATION CREATED 

SOLELY TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE 

UTILITY INDUSTRY IN THE STATE OF          

ALABAMA. 

Alabama Utility Contractors Association 

P.O. Box 383185 

Birmingham, AL 35238-3185 

Phone: 205-582-9436 

Fax: 205-582-9155 

E-mail: tim@aluca.org 

Please print out this newsletter to share with 

others in your company. And, if you are   

receiving this for the company owner,  

please print out a copy for him/her. 

@AlabamaUCA 

Let AUCA Be Your Source For All Your  

Training Needs 

Contact the Association Office for more information 


