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As we approach the final quarter of the year, AUCA is gearing up for 
one of the highlights of our calendar year — our Annual Fall General 
Meeting and Sporting Clay Shoot. This signature event not only brings 
our members together for a day of networking, fellowship, and com-
petition, but also provides a valuable opportunity to hear directly from 
a key leader that will be shaping the future of our industry. 
 
We are honored to welcome Ed Poolos, the newly appointed Director 
of the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM), 
as our guest speaker. Director Poolos will share his perspective on 
ADEM’s direction and priorities, giving members an inside look at the 
policies and decisions that will influence Alabama’s utility construction 
industry in the years ahead. 
 
In addition to hearing from Director Poolos, members will vote on the 
slate of candidates for AUCA’s 2026 Officers and Board of Directors, 
and we will recognize outstanding contributions to our industry with 
the presentation of our annual awards. As always, there will also be 
plenty of great door prizes and the drawing for our PAC Raffle. 
 
Members and guests will also have the opportunity to head out to the 
course for our annual Sporting Clay Shoot, always one of our most 
popular traditions. We encourage you to reserve your spot today by 
submitting your registration form as soon as possible. Morning flights 
are already nearing capacity, but there is still availability for afternoon 
teams. Whether you plan to participate in the shoot, attend the 
luncheon and meeting, or both, your involvement is vital to the suc-
cess of this event. 
 
On behalf of AUCA, I extend my appreciation for your continued sup-
port and active involvement. We look forward to welcoming you on 
October 16th in Montgomery for what promises to be both a produc-
tive meeting and an outstanding event. 
 

       Tim  

Director’s Comments:  
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AUCA Fall General Meeting & Sporting Clay Shoot 

Currently Registered Event Sponsors: 
(Additional sponsorship opportunities available - deadline is October 9th) 

Gold Sponsors (to Date): 

http://cls-midway.com/
https://www.knapheide.com/distributors/knapheide-truck-equipment-center-birmingham-birmingham-al/
https://alcrete.com/
https://empirepipe.com/
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AUCA Fall General Meeting & Sporting Clay Shoot 

Silver Sponsors (to Date): 

Bronze Sponsors (to Date):  

Drink & Refreshment Sponsors (to Date):  

https://al811.com/
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ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 
PROPOSED 2026 LEADERSHIP TEAM 

To Be Voted On At Fall General Meeting Scheduled For October 16, 2025 

 

OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT: ROBBIE BUTLER, CLEARY CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT: RONNIE GOLDEN, CG JONES, LLC 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT: RANDY BISHOP, CONSTRUCTION LABOR SERVICES, INC. 

SECRETARY/TREASURER: GAVIN JONES, BAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS, INC. 

 
BOARD MEMBERS  

JIM BALLINTINE, ACIPCO 

DOUG BLANKENSHIP, BLANKENSHIP CONTRACTING, INC. 

JAKE BROWN, RUSSO CORP. 

BILL CARTER, BILL CARTER CONSULTING, LLC 

SHAUN GONZALES, WEAVER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMPANY, INC. 

ANDY HARSHMAN, JOHN PLOTT COMPANY 

JAY HOLCOMB, LAMBERT, INC. 

LARRY LOGSDON, WALLACE, JORDAN, RATLIFF, & BRANDT, LLC 

MARK MAYFIELD, MILLER PIPELINE, LLC 

RYAN McCLENDON, MARSH McLENNAN AGENCY 

BILL McGOUGH, W.R. MITCHELL CONTRACTOR, INC. 

RICHARD MURPHREE, EMPIRE PIPE & SUPPLY 

AARON SCHMIDT, SCHMIDT ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

CHARLES SMITH, VULCAN MATERIALS COMPANY 

CHAD TUBBS, FERGUSON WATERWORKS 

STEVE WALKER, JOHNSON & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
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AUCA PAC Fundraising Raffle:  
 

Tickets are being distributed to AUCA member companies for the annual AUCA PAC Raffle. All mon-
ey raised from the raffle will go towards the AUCA PAC Fund to help support our continued Legisla-
tive efforts in Montgomery and Washington. This year we will once again be raffling two great prizes 
that anyone can use - CASH: 
 
• $1,000 Cash - Prize  #1 
• $500 Cash - Prize #2 
 
Tickets will be $10 each, and will allow the purchaser two (2) chances to win. The drawing will be 
held at our October 16th Fall General Meeting / Sporting Clay Shoot in Montgomery. You do not 
have to be present at the event to win. 
 
We hope that you will consider purchasing these tickets for yourself, or provide the opportunity to 
your employees or co-workers. If you would like to purchase any additional tickets, please contact 
the AUCA office at (205) 582-9436. 

AUCA New Member Company: 
 

Powell Builders Inc. 
Hayden, AL 

Company Representative: John Michael Powell 

Unified Agenda of Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions:  
 

On September 4th, the Trump Administration announced its Unified Agenda of Regulatory and De-
regulatory Actions, which provides the American people with a transparent look at regulations being 
considered by the Administration and ensures the public is engaged throughout the process.  
 
Deputy Secretary of Labor Keith Sonderling said "This regulatory agenda reflects our steadfast com-
mitment to restoring economic opportunity by fostering innovation and reducing unnecessary bur-
dens on employers. By modernizing outdated rules and prioritizing clarity and efficiency, we’re build-
ing a more agile, worker-centered labor policy framework that fuels economic growth and prosperi-
ty. Under President Trump’s leadership, the Department of Labor is delivering the regulatory certain-
ty that American workers and businesses need to thrive."   

https://www.osha.gov/news/newsreleases/osha-national-news-release/20250904
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Spiro Cheriogotis Wins Mobile Mayoral Contest: 
 

Former District Judge Spiro Cheriogotis is the Mayor-elect in Mobile after defeating Alabama State 
Representative Barbara Drummond in a runoff with approximately 51.4% of the vote. Cheriogotis 
will take office in early November, replacing three-term leader Sandy Simpson, who did not seek 
reelection.   
 
AUCA is planning to have the new Mayor speak to our group at an upcoming Mobile Area Industry 
Lunch Meeting. 

AUCA 2026 Calendars:  
 

AUCA will soon receive a limited supply of 2026 Calendars. If you would like to have one of these 
hanging on your office wall, please plan to attend one of our upcoming Industry Lunch Meetings, or 
contact the AUCA office and we will make arrangements for delivery before they’re all gone. 
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https://alcict.com/
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 

AUCA 2025 Fall General Meeting  
& Sporting Clay Shoot 

Thursday, October 16, 2025 
Lower Wetumpka Shotgun Sports Club 

Montgomery, AL 

AUCA Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, December 4, 2025 

AUCA Tuscaloosa Industry Lunch Meeting 
Tuesday, November 4, 2025 

AUCA 2026 Spring General Meeting, 
Golf Tournament and Shrimp & Crawfish Boil 

Thursday, April 23, 2026 
Arrowhead Country Club 

Montgomery, AL 

Alabama 811 Hosted October Area Damage Prevention  
Coordination (DPC) Meetings 

Dates and Locations Available at the Below Registration Link: 

Alabama 811 Area Damage Prevention Meetings (jotform.com) 

https://form.jotform.com/231694614186058
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Litigation Consequences of a Catastrophic Incident 
 
Date: October 10, 2025 
Time: Registration/Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. Seminar from 9:00 a.m.– 11:00 a.m.  
Options: Virtual and In-Person (in-person limited to 50 participants) 
 
Register Now! 
 
Location for In-Person: 
University of Alabama 
University Hall, Room 1311 
275 Kilgore Lane 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
 
Cost: Free 
 
CEUs .2 
 
Seminar Description: 
Businesses frequently have catastrophic incidents that severely impact the company.  These cata-
strophic incidents could be an employee fatality or severe injury, a chemical release, fire, or struc-
tural failure, a transit incident on the roadway, or other incident.  While you might think primarily 
about OSHA in such cases, your business risk can quickly expand into other areas such as workers’ 
comp, wrongful death, potential environmental claims, proper security, and media relations. This 
seminar is designed to help your company understand the potential litigation that could result from 
the incident.  Insights into how to be better prepared to deal with the consequences of an employ-
ment accident.  
 
Speaker Bio 
Bruce H. Henderson is a partner with Phelps, Jenkins, Gibson & Fowler in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  He 
is a graduate of the University of Memphis School of Law and Rhodes College.  He has practiced la-
bor and employment representing management for over 40 years.  He is recognized by American 
Lawyer as a “Top Rated Lawyer in Labor & Employment” since 2013, and a Super Lawyer in his field 
since 2024. His practice areas are employment litigation, labor and employment law, business litiga-
tion, and alternative dispute resolution.  He has successfully defended these issues across the Unit-
ed States.  He is involved with many civic organizations, including the Rotary Club, Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters, the Chamber of Commerce, and the United Way.  He is a frequent speaker on legal top-
ics to professional associations and conferences.  
  
Questions 
For more information about this seminar, please contact Randy Easterling at 205-348-8567 
or Randy.Easterling@ua.edu. 

https://alabamasafestate.ua.edu/
https://alabama.assp.org/events/alabama-chapter-october-25-meeting/
mailto:Randy.Easterling@ua.edu?subject=Litigation%20Consequences%20of%20a%20Catastrophic%20Incident
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 
From Kyle England - Chairman CWCC & Mae Stevens - Banner Public Affairs 

Congress 
 

FY 2026 Appropriations  
The House and Senate have been on their extended August recess throughout this month, with no 
public action taken on the FY26 appropriations bills. 
  
Before departing DC, the House and Senate Appropriations Committees made significant progress 
on spending bills for FY2, with both chambers releasing text and holding full committee markups for 
the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies bill (which covers funding levels for the water infra-
structure programs of the EPA).  
 
The House bill makes a collective 24 percent cut to the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund (SRF) programs, and the Senate bill maintains flat funding for core water infrastructure 
programs including the SRFs. Both bills represent a firm rejection of the FY26 President’s Budget re-
quest proposal for the EPA to cut SRF funding by nearly 90 percent, and the Senate bill’s inclusion of 
flat funding for the SRF programs is a major win for the sector. 
  
In both chamber’s bills, earmark projects come out of the topline appropriation for the SRF pro-
grams – totaling $1.05 billion in the House (50 percent of the topline SRF appropriation) and $489.7 
million in the Senate (22 percent of the topline SRF appropriation). Full lists of the proposed ear-
mark projects in both chambers are linked here (House SRF earmarks; Senate SRF earmarks). A list-
ing of the proposed funding levels in each bill for all relevant EPA water infrastructure programs is 
also attached alongside this memo.  
 
Banner and CWCC are working together alongside other water sector organizations to advocate 
strongly for the highest possible levels of funding to be carried in a final FY26 appropriations agree-
ment. This includes continuing to highlight CWCC’s appropriations requests with congressional 
stakeholders, as well as providing template materials for CWCC membership to reach out directly to 
their state congressional delegations (see “Appropriations Action Alert” section for more).  
 
Members of Congress will return from August recess after Labor Day to continue considering spend-
ing bills. Given the lack of progress on several remaining appropriations bills and the large gap be-
tween House and Senate funding levels, a continuing resolution to avoid a September 30 govern-
ment shutdown is considered the most likely pathway forward at this time. The details of a potential 
continuing resolution are uncertain, with some members pushing for a short-term deal to allow 
more time to finish appropriations bills and others pushing for a longer-term continuing resolution, 
perhaps even a full-year agreement.  
 
Reauthorization of EPA Water Programs  
The five-year authorizations and direct appropriations for water infrastructure based under the 2021 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) are set to run out after FY26. Accordingly, the House 
and Senate committees of jurisdiction for water infrastructure issues are beginning to consider how 

 
 

(Continued on page 13) Page 12 

https://www.cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org/
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 

they will advance legislation to reauthorize those programs. 
  
In discussions with key House and Senate staffers, Banner has gathered that committees may begin 
the process of fielding member of Congress and stakeholder requests as soon as September, when 
they return from recess.  
 
While specific details of this legislative package will not become clear until congressional leaders 
provide more specific information, we know that this package will serve to extend and/or amend the 
authorizations of programs that fund water infrastructure investment, including the SRFs, WIFIA, 
and the dozens of smaller, issue-specific programs to address things like lead contamination in 
schools, small and disadvantaged utility issues, cybersecurity issues, and more.  
 
The package may also have the potential to provide direct appropriations for water infrastructure 
programs, in the same way the 2021 IIJA package directed an additional $50 billion through the SRF 
model, wholly separate from the annual appropriations process.  
 
Banner will work with CWCC to maximize the potential of this opportunity and advocate in conjunc-
tion with the broader water sector both for increased authorized levels of funding and an injection of 
direct appropriations. As we get clearer signals from Congress on the timing and substance of the 
bill, we will share the latest information and recommendations for engagement with CWCC mem-
bers.  
 
Water Policy Legislative Tracker  
There have been hundreds of water-related bills introduced in the 119th Congress to date, approxi-
mately 60 of which have direct relevance to water infrastructure investment issues. Banner is cur-
rently conducting an analysis of these proposals, including summaries and status updates, and will 
share this tracker with CWCC members soon.  
 

White House and Executive Branch  
 
Permitting Reform  
The Trump Administration has reshaped major aspects of the permitting process under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) over the past seven months. After rescinding 50 years’ worth of 
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) rules on NEPA in response to a court ruling, the administra-
tion is allowing agencies to create their own NEPA procedures, paving the way for individual agen-
cies to expedite NEPA reviews and limit instances where a review is required. The Departments of 
the Interior, Agriculture, Energy, and Defense, among others, have already issued new rules and 
guidance heavily modifying the NEPA process, with further changes expected soon from EPA and 
other agencies.  
 
For more information on permitting reform efforts in the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 

please see the Permitting Updates memo attached alongside this report.  
 
EPA Water Contaminant Rulings  
On August 4, the EPA revealed in a court filing and a subsequent public announcement that they 
intend to defend the Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI), which were finalized during the 
last year of the Biden Administration. The LCRI directs that water utilities identify and replace lead 
pipes within a 10-year window, with limited exceptions.  
 
The agency had previously been granted multiple months-long pauses by the court in the ongoing 
lawsuit brought by drinking water utility groups. EPA revealed in the court filing that the agency will 
defend the rule and “develop new tools and information to support practical implementation flexibili-
ties and regulatory clarity.” It is unclear what those flexibilities might be—potentially a longer imple-
mentation timeline for lead pipe replacement than the ten years currently prescribed by the rule. 
EPA’s motion indicates that next steps will be announced in the coming months. The defense of the 
rule is a huge win for the sector and for public health, and Banner will continue to monitor for addi-
tional flexibilities as they are announced this fall.  
 
In May 2025, EPA Administrator Zeldin announced that EPA will continue to pursue strict regulations 
for PFAS with some changes. Regulations will move forward for PFOA and PFOS with delayed com-
pliance deadlines and additional exemption flexibilities, while EPA will remove limits for other PFAS 
contaminants previously set to be regulated. The changes are expected to be formalized in a new 
rulemaking process this fall or winter. EPA is also defending the rule in a court case brought by wa-
ter utility organizations.  
 

Resources  
 

Appropriations Action Alert  
To urge members of Congress to support the highest practicable funding levels for the SRFs and 
other EPA water programs in FY26, Banner recommends that CWCC members reach out to their 
state’s congressional delegation to underscore the need for robust water infrastructure funding.  

(Continued from page 13) 
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https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/6075efd94bf3ee2bc0024798/6840a7a8e2733b53303ae2b7_AL BIL Water Infrastructure Fact Sheet V2.1.pdf
https://www.cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org/
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https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/6075efd94bf3ee2bc0024798/6840a7a8e2733b53303ae2b7_AL BIL Water Infrastructure Fact Sheet V2.1.pdf
https://www.cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org/
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Health & Safety: 

The Facts About Obtaining an OSHA Card 

Many job creators ask their workers to obtain an OSHA 
card. This often refers to the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration's (OSHA) Outreach Training Pro-
gram's 10-hour and 30-hour safety courses. Unfortunately, 
there has been an increase in fraudulent activity related to 
these courses over the past several years. Knowing the 
facts can help workers avoid fraudulent trainers and cours-
es. 

FACT: Only OSHA-authorized trainers may teach 10- and 30-hour safety courses and issue OSHA 
student course completion cards. 

The 10-hour safety course covers general safety and health hazards for entry-level workers. The 30-
hour safety course provides a greater variety of safety subjects and in-depth, industry-specific train-
ing and is intended for supervisors and workers with safety and health responsibility. While fraudu-
lent actors may advertise OSHA 10-hour training, only OSHA-authorized trainers can issue course 
completion cards at the end of the training. 

FACT: OSHA publishes a public list of authorized trainers to help workers find legitimate training 
and avoid fraud. 

OSHA provides a list of authorized trainers to find instructors for the 10- and 30-hour safety courses. 
The list provides trainer names and contact information, and denotes which course each trainer is 
authorized to teach (i.e., construction, general industry, maritime, disaster site worker). Courses are 
also available in Spanish and online from the appropriate authorized trainer. 

FACT: Taking the course does NOT guarantee employment. 

While OSHA believes this training is an important first step towards workplace safety, beware of ad-
vertisements "guaranteeing" jobs after taking the course. 

FACT: OSHA does not require completion of these courses, but may require other training for work-
ers that encounter certain workplace hazards. Although some states, cities, and job creators have 
mandated Outreach Training Program courses as a prerequisite to employment, OSHA does not re-
quire the training. In other cases, jobs may include workplace hazards that require training to meet 
OSHA standards, such as training on common chemical hazards encountered in the workplace, or 
operator training for specific powered industrial trucks on the jobsite. Be sure to check your local 
requirements and consult the relevant OSHA regulations. 

Keep these facts in mind when searching for courses and trainers to ensure proper safety training 
and avoid fraudulent courses. If you come across any fraudulent actors, please contact 
the Department of Labor's Office of Inspector General. For more information, visit the Outreach 
Training Program website. 
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https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach
https://www.osha.gov/dte/outreach/outreach_trainers.html
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach/trainers/spanish
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach/training-providers
https://www.oig.dol.gov/contact.htm
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach
https://www.osha.gov/training/outreach
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3789.pdf
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3789.pdf
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https://www.osha.gov/trenching-excavation
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We’re on the Web ! 
www.aluca.org 

AUCA IS A MEMBER-DRIVEN, NEEDS       

FOCUSED TRADE ASSOCIATION CREATED 

SOLELY TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE 

UTILITY INDUSTRY IN THE STATE OF          

ALABAMA. 

Alabama Utility Contractors Association 

P.O. Box 383185 

Birmingham, AL 35238-3185 

Phone: 205-582-9436 

Fax: 205-582-9155 

E-mail: tim@aluca.org 

Please print out this newsletter to share with 

others in your company. And, if you are   

receiving this for the company owner,  

please print out a copy for him/her. 

@AlabamaUCA 

Let AUCA Be Your Source For All Your  

Training Needs 

Contact the Association Office for more information 


